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1 Introduction
1.1 Preamble

Biological diversity is an essential component of healthy and functioning natural ecosystems.
Diverse ecosystems are more resilient to changes in the environment, such as from climate
change, disease outbreaks or the introduction of invasive species. Unfortunately, throughout
Canada, human activities have lead to circumstances where species are threatened and,
consequently, biological diversity has been diminished. In some situations, the continued
existence of an entire species depends on the fate of a small number of individuals. Where this
occurs, if development is to be permitted, it must be carried out in a way that protects vulnerable

species and promotes biological diversity.

Governments at the national, provincial and territorial level have recognized the threat posed to
biological diversity. Responses to this issue have, among other things, resulted in the enactment
of laws and policy to guide development, which in turn has influenced environmental impact
assessment (EIA). EIA provides an opportunity to identify potential conflicts with vulnerable
wildlife species early in development planning when options for avoiding or minimizing adverse
environmental effects are still open. It also provides opportunities for the agencies responsible
for undertaking the assessment, and the developer proposing the development, to work with the
expert departments and other knowledgeable parties to ensure the most favourable outcome in

respect of wildlife that may be at risk.

The Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board (the Review Board) has issued
these guidelines under the authority of s.120 of the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management
Act MVRMA)* to clarify legal obligations and to make the Environmental Impact Assessment
process more responsive in addressing the issue of wildlife at risk in the Mackenzie Valley.
Wildlife at risk in these guidelines is defined as those species listed under Schedule 1 of the
tederal Species At Risk Act (SARA)?, as well as those species that have been assessed by the

! Section.120 of the MVRMA states that the Review Board may establish guidelines to outline how the
EIA process

should be conducted, including the form and content of reports.

2 All references to SARA in this document refer to the federal Species at Risk Act unless otherwise noted
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Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) as being of ‘special

3
concern’, ‘threatened’, or ‘endangered™.

The guidelines discuss the requirements of the MVRMA and SARA that must be fulfilled when
likely adverse effects to wildlife at risk are identified during the conduct of EIAs for proposed
developments in the Mackenzie Valley, as well as the best practices for wildlife at risk that is
under consideration for listing. The guidelines are consistent with federal guidance on the
subject and are written recognizing that co-management boards, governments, communities and
industry must cooperate to ensure the continued existence of wildlife species and the protection

of habitat in the Northwest Territories.

The Review Board has produced these guidelines with substantial input from Environment
Canada, the Government of the NW'T’s Department of Environment and Natural Resources

and Fisheries and Oceans Canada.
Purpose

The ultimate purpose of these guidelines is to prevent adverse effects to wildlife at risk in the

Northwest Territories by:
1 Ensuring that applicable environmental protection legislation is complied with;

1 Identifying and promoting the implementation of best environmental impact assessment

practices in respect to wildlife at risk; and

1 Encouraging early dialogue and project planning between developers, expert departments

and communities prior to the initiation of a project.
Intended Audience
The guidelines have been written for the following principal audiences:
1 Developers proposing developments in the Mackenzie Valley
7 Organizations involved in the EIA process of preliminary screening

T Organization involved in the EIA processes of environmental assessment and

Environmental Impact Review

® Definitions of specific terms used in these Guidelines are provided in Appendix A



1.2 Overview of Guidelines

These guidelines are organized in the following sections:

Section 1 introduces the guidelines, outlines its purpose and identifies the intended audiences.

wildlife at risk.



