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| 10 May 2001

The Hon. Sheila Copps, P C , M. P

L

K1A OMS; o o
I‘ax (819) 994-5987 R L E
@ ,Mining Threats to N hag lNational Park Beseu
'Dear Minister Cnpps

. GPAWS Ottawa Valley/
~ Vallée de I'Qutrouals

";L‘-PAWS WElcilnncle League
CPAWS Manitaba
l:;;:AWS Saskatchewan
CPAWS Calgary/ Banff
- CPAWS E:Irp‘nnten
CPAWS 'Brifish Celufnlnta
CPAWS 'ﬁlkoe

CPAWS NWT

lam wntmg on behali‘ 01' the Canadian Parks and Wilderpess Soczety (CPAWS) 1o

. eXpress cohcern, about- the acceleration of miriing activity in the South Nahanni -

watershed,.and the negative impacts of such e:ctmty on the ecological mtegnty of
Nahanni National Park Reserve (NNPR): CPAWS is also concerned that mining

‘development around the park if allowed to proceed, could preclude ﬁ.ml't‘ﬁ congervation

opportunities in the’ greater Nahanm eeosystem

In its 1997 State of the Parks Report, Parks, Canada 1dent1ﬁed mining as the number one

threat to Nahanni National Park Resérve, Thé iecent series of permit apphcatmns from
Canadian Zinc for the Prairie Cresk Mine, and developments al the Cantung mine site .

, _pomt to a dramatic increase in the potential threat that mining poses to the Nahanni

tegion. The northward expansion of oil and gas and fi orestry development in the Llard :
Valley represents another threat S : -

( CPAWS is-aware that Parks Canada has expresscd mterest in expandmg Nahﬂnm

Nationa! Park Reserve.in the 1987 Park Management Plan, the 1994 Management Plan

- Amendments, the 1997 National Patks System Plan, and the 2001 Draft Management

Plan, The Deh Cho First Nations have also expressed interest in protecting all of the

“South Nahanni watershed through the Deh Cho Process. Giver this interest, CPAWS

urges you to state publicly the government’s interitions to protegt the ecological integrity -
of the greater Nahatini ecosystem and expand the Park Reserve, and outline the sleps
bemg taken to do so, 'We also urge. that you take an active role in seeking'a suspension of

- mining and-other industrial development in the region until the Deh Cho Process and

assecmted land w1tl1drawals for pm‘k expansmn and other p:otected areas are completed

In this spmt, CPAWS supporta the actions of the NNBR Supermtendent in refemng three _
recent Canddian Zinc permit applications to the Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact -
Revzew Board., By doing so the staff of NNPR are ﬁtlﬁllmg the1r duties o pretect the
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ecologlcal mtegnty of NNPR as get cut under the C‘anada Natzona! Parks Ac:t aswellas
Addressing the recommendatlons of the Pancl on the Ecologlcai Integnty of Canada’s .
Nationa] Parks. o .

NNPR staff were. actlng fully w1ﬂnn their role aga i‘ederal agency, and wholly wﬂhm the
‘bounds of the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act. Enyironmental assessments

~ are anecessary step in ensuring that the i impacts of the mining activity are adequately

- assessed. We urge you{o publicly afﬁrm your support for the Supermtendent’s decwwn
. to rafer f:he apphqatzons to the Boax‘d S

. Wealso note that the Pehdzeh Ki Fll'&t Natlon of aniey have z-nmﬂar coricorns aborit the -
~ environmental impacts of Canadian Zine’s mlmng actmty, as they also refarred these
-apphoatiom f‘or env1ronmental assessment

The thieats to Nahanm Natmnal Park Resnrw: wﬂl only be mmgated through & bmader

- public discussjon about the conservation values of the greater Nahanni ecosystem beyonci
.the park. CPAWS believes that the opportumty to broaden thid debate exists now, given -
that the Deh Cho.Process will be progressing to a discussion of interim land withdrawals
in the coming months. The Government. of Canada, and Parks Canada in particnlar,
‘should take advantage of'this opportunity arid:make the expansion of Nahanoi National
Park Reserve, and protectmn ofthe greaten Nahanm ecosystam, a hlgh prmrzty durmg the -
commg year s Lo :

Smcerely, :

MW

- Stephen Hazell _
‘Bxecutive D__n-ecto_r .

cc Mmhael Nadti, Grand ChJ ef, Deh Cho First Nafions '
S I-Ion Robert Nault, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern stelopment
Bob Qvervold, Regional Director Gesnerat Dept of Inchan Affairs and Northem
" Development S .
. Hon. Stephen Kakfwi, Premier, Govamment of the- NWT : ‘
f Hon Joe FHandley, Minister Resources, Wﬂdhfe and Ecdnomm Dcvalopment
‘ GNWT - '
-H Ion Bthel Blondm-Andrew, MP Westem Amtm Secretary of State (ledren ‘
. . and Youth) .
Senator'Nick Sibbeston .
' Tom Lee, CEO Parks Canada . R ' :
X Rol'md Semjanovs, Executlvc D1r¢-ctor, Mackenzle Valley Envmmﬁéntal Impact Lo
' _Review Board ‘
Greg Yeoman, Canadzan Parks and W11demess Socwty NWT Chapter
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