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The Hon, Rebert Nauls, P,C,, M.P. . The Hon, Shella Copps, P.C. M.P.
Minister of Indian and Northem Affairs Minister of Cazadian Horltage
Houze of Commons Houge of Commons
Orttawa, ON Ottawa, ON . /
K1A 0a8 K1A 0A6 12-06~02 P0O1:33 |N /
Fax: {613) 961759 Fax (613) 994.1267

: M fgnce Pertaining to tha Prairis n

Dear Minister Nault and Minister Coapps:

As 8 Cunadian who cares desply about Canada’s firture and the future of my children, J am wrltihg to expreas my
concern aboul third party self-interest groups such ax the Cagadian Parks and Wilderness Society fooding your
office with form lelters spouting ebsolute Junk Science regarding tho proposad Pralric Creek Mine Davolopment,
The devolopment [iss a signlficant distance oufside of the Nahanni National Park baundary and poses nu threat to
the integrity of the Park,

The Mackenzie Valley Environments) Impact Review Board hes lssued no feport which finds that the proposed
devolopments at the Prairle Creek Mine poses any signifloant threat by watey quality In Nahanni National Pack,
Thers are no PCBs atored anywhors on the sito aud po elecwical squipment containing PCBs was sver used on th
slte or reported in any government or Privaie cnvirenmental ansesgments of the project, There are small quantides
of essny grade Cyauide stored in unbreakable comtainers in powdar form within secured wenthar proof buildings on
site. There vre small quantities of dicse] furl and Sazoline stored i clean tanks withln a properly bermed and fned
containment fixture well away from the ereck banks gnd approved by inspectors fom NW'T and Federa] Jand uge
ond environmenial agencies, Prairic Cresk How monltaring studies show no signs of risk from “{lash tlooding™.
The area exparisnced two large earthquakes in October of 1986 aid they resvlted in no dunage whatsoever to the
niine stractuies or eontainment fixrureg, Earthquakes of similar strength have cecurred all over the Westarn NW1'
and the Yukon prior to and subsequent to 1986 with the latest oceurring near Faro, Y batween Novarber [ §-
Decembeor 4, 2002, )

Canadian Zinc proposes 1o extract and sol] the antltmony in the are body, thus alleviating any environmeantal threat
trom this mineral, In fact the entimony and autirmony trioxide nurket Is vary attractive those days, Arsenospyorite
alsv accurs with gold in the ore at Prairic Creek, Ay part of the gold extraction process £ rovating clreult wit! *caok
ofl” the arsenic and It could be sold at marker or reclaiined of ut a hazardous waste reclamaiion plant m Alberta,

A youd to the mine already exists and docs not pose any thteat at all 1o the "world renowned” karst formwtions in
the ares. In fact it bypaiscs the formatlons altogether,

The risk that this project poses to the Nehanni region is minimel and plans for the mitigation of any residual ylsks
arg in place and approved by GNWT and the Government of Canada and thejr reapective ragulatory branches, The
benelits o the villages of Nehannl Butte and Fort Liard wro very significant at 2 time when the only other sources of
potentlal income and erployment for their citizens are seasonal and variable in nature,

1 ask that you work very hard to ensure that the Prairie Creek praject be allowed to proceed dexpite the lieg,
ungubstantinted junk seicnee, mislcading statements To the media emmanating from proups such as CPAWS, Mining
and prospecting have a fong history in the parth and deserve the support and protection of the Government of
Cavada

1 laok forward to your response on this Important matter.

Y
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