: ((-3){// SimapiaN * Soctkrd 506880 Welliy<on Street, Otiaws, ON KIR 6K7
)

PARKS AND ( DUR LA PROTECTION -
~  WILDERNESS ~ 1E$ FARCY KT DES SITES Tel: (613)... #7226  Fax: (613)569-7098

SoctTy NATURELS DU CANaDA  Email: info@cpaws.org W;bs:tn www::paws org
N ‘ . éu “;: i
| RECEIVED |
- . f Ay {12001 |
Natmna! Office — Fax Tmnsmtwian : .é . | 5
' ?7{{“"./ I:

’1_‘6: LDV‘I\(}:J/)C% Sﬂl‘ﬂl aads: F‘ax:‘#:

From:

# Pages (incl.-bover):

NOTES; . |

05/11/2001 FRI 09:17 [TX/RX NO .56981]



-:lVaHonai Office:

- 880 Wellington Street
Suito 506

© Ottawa ON KIR 8K7
- 613.5697226

fix; 6135697098

mfo@rpawn.org |
W, CPAWAR.OFY

PARKS AND POUR LA PROTECTION |
"WILDERNESS DES PARCS ET DES SITES
SOCIBTY. NATIIRELS DU CANADA

’; C'ANA].DI{: . Socrfrt - - S
”

© 10 May 2001 -

The Hon. Sheila Copps, P:C., M.P, L

Minister of Canadian Heritage
.15 Eddy Street, 12th Floor S ]
“Hull, Quebec . L T

Ki1A OMS;

I‘ax (819) 994- 5987

Our Chapters:

CPAWS Nova Scntia

" GPAWS Ottawa Valley/
. Valtde de l'Outapuals

:'.;:.PAWS WIltIlan<le league
CI;AWS Manijtaba

;("" *WS Saskatchowen
CPAWS Cal g;-lry/ Ha.nﬁt
CCPAWS Edmemnn
CPAWS 'Brlt'iah Celu{nl:[n
CPAWS Yzlkoe

CPAWS NWT

Mlning Threats to N hag { Nationa} Park Reserve

'Dear Minister Cuppe

Iam wntmg on behalf o:F the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Soelety (CPAWS) to

. express cancetn. about the acceleratton of mirniig activity in.the South Nahanni -

watershed,.and the hegative impacts of such aotmty on the ecological 111tegnty of :
Nazhanni National Park Reserve (NNPR). CPAWS is also concerned that mining

'development around the park; if allowed to proceed, sould preelude fumre congervation

apportunities in the: greater Nahamn ecesystem.

In its 1997 State of the Parks Report, Parks, Canada 1dent1ﬁed mining as the number one

threat to Nahanni National Park Reserve, The fecent series of permit epphcauons from
Canadian Zinc-for the Prairie Crosk Mine, and developments at the Cantung mine site .

. pemt to a dramatic inorease in the potential threat that mining poses to the Néhanni

tegion. The northward expansion of oil and- gas and fc orestry development in the Llard :
Valley represents another th:eat o : ;

: CPAWS is-aware that Parks Canada hias expresscd mtereet in expandmg Nahanm

National Park Reserve in the 1987 Park Management Plan, the 1994 Management Plan

© Amendments, the 1997 National Parks System Plan, and the 2001 Draft Management

Plan. The Deh Cho First Nations have also expressed interest in protecting all of the

- South Nahanni watershed through the Deh Cho Process. Giveil thig interest, CPCAWS.
urges you io state publicly the governmeni’s intetitions to protegt the ecological integrity .

of the greater Nahatini ecosystem and expand the Park Reserve; and outline the aleps -

bemg taken to do so. We also urge thai you take an active role in seeking'a suspension of '

- mining and-other industrial development in the region until the Deh Cho Process and -

assocmted land w1thdrawals for park expansxon and other pmtected areas aro completed

In this spmt, CPAWS supports thie actions of the NNBR Supermtendent in refemng three ‘ -

recent Canadian Zinc permit apphcat:ona to the Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact
Revmw Boeard, By doing so the staff of NNPR are fulfi ng thetr duties to protect the
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ecologws,l mtegnty of NNPR as get 011t under the C’anada Natzonal Parks Act ag well as
dddressing the rccommendatlons of the Panel on the Ecologma] Integnty of Cangda’ 8 .
Nationa] Pariks. S ‘ 7

NNPR staff were actmg fully w1ﬂ1m thexr role asa federal agency, and wholly within the - _.

‘bounds of the Mackenzie Vailey Resource Management Act. Environmental assessments
_ are a necessary step in ensuringthat the i impacts of the mining activity are adequately
- dssessed, Weurge youto publicly afﬁmn your support for the Supenntendent’s daclslon
. to refer the apphqatmns to the Bom‘d o o

‘Wealso note that the Pehdzsh Ki Firét N atlon of anley have sumlar coticemns aborit the

L

~ environmental impacts of Canadian Zinc’s mmmg actmty, as they also refarred these
'apphcations for envuonmental assessment :

The thieats to Nahanm Natmnal Park ReserVe wﬂl only be mmgated through a broader
- public discussion about the. conservation values of the greater Nahanni ecoaystem beyond
_the park. CPAWS believes that the opporuni ty to broaden this debate exists now, given -
that the Deh Cho Process will be-progressing to a discussion of interim land withdrawals
in the coming monthis.. The Government.of Canada, and Parks Canada in particular,
“should take advantage ofthis opportunity and make the expmsion of Nahanni National
Park Reserve, and protcctxon of the g;reater Nahanm ecosystamﬂ a hlgh pnorzty dunng the

conung year.

€
+

Smcerely, :

MW

. Stephen Hazell
‘Executive P_u‘ecto;‘ .

Mmhael Nadli, Gra,nd Ch] ef, Deh Cho First Natlons : '

I—Ion Robert Nault, Minister of Indian- Affairs and Northern Davelopm ent

Bob Overvold, Regional D1rector General Dept of Inc‘han Affairs and Northem
" Development I :

. Hon. Stephen Kakfwi, Premiier, Govemment of the- NWT

I-Ion Joe Handley, Minister Resources, Wlldhfe and Ecc)nomm Devalopmcnt, SR

GNWT

H Ion Ethel Blondm—Andrew, MP Western Arctm Seoretary of State (Chﬂdren ;

- and Youth)
Senator’'Nick Sibbeston .
Tom Lees, CEO Parks Canada’

.Review Board - :
Gtreg Yeoman, Canadlan Parks and W1 ldemess Socwty NWT Chaptar -
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