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BY FACSIMILE: (867) 920-4761

Mr. Vern Christensen

Executive Director

Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board —
Box 938

200 Scotia Centre, 5102 -50™ Avenue

YELLOWEKNIFE, NT X1A 2N7

Dear Mr. Christensen:

RE: Application of the Review Board’s Draft Rules of Procedure to the DeBeers Snap
Lake Diamond Mine Environmental Assessment Proceedings

T'am writing in response to your October 16, 2001, letter requesting Indian and Northern Affairs
Canada (INAC) to identify which participant category it falls under according to the Rules of
Procedure for the De Beers Snap Lake Diamond Mine environmental assessment.

INAC will participate as a “directly affected party” in the capacity of a Federal Minister,
Responsible Minister, and as the administrator of Crown Jand for the Snap Lake Diamond Mine
Project. Under the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act, INAC has a legislated
coordination and decision making role as a “federal Minister” and is a “responsible Minister”
when a project impacts on INAC’s jurisdication. INAC jurisdiction is governed by the DIAND
Act, Territorial Lands Act and the NWT Warers Act, related regulations and other land claim
related [egislation.

We look forward to participating in this environmental assessment.

Yours sincerely,

.

David Livingstone
Director, Renewable Resources and Environment
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