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Tune 14, 2001

Hon. Robert Nault Hon. David Anderson
Minister of Indian A ffairs and Northern Development Minister of Environment
House of Commons House of Coamrmons
Ottawa ON Ottawa ON

KI1A 0A6 K1A 0DAG

regulation of most of the major resourqe development projects acrass northery Canada.
Most recently, CARC has participated in;

* the BHP Diamonds EARP Panel review,;

¢ the NWT Water Board licencing of the Ekati mine;

* the negotiation of the BHP Environmenta] Agregment;

* the Diavik Comprehensive Study Report process;

¢ the NWT Wazer Board bearings on the Digyik Project; ang
u

the Mackenzie Valley Land ang Water Board hearing on BEHPg water licence
amendment to add the Foy PIpe to their Bkari ORerations,

Unfortunately, CARC wags not able to dirgetly Participete i the pre-hearing conferepces
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added signiﬁcé\ntly to the rigowr of fhege reviews. We also provided assistance 1o
conumunities in their reviews of these projects through netwerking and information

CARC swrongly Supperts the concept of Fo-menagement hut it has been our experience
during the diamond mining rush thar the capability and commitmen of government 1o
participate in and promate the public interest duwring environmental assesament has
declined rapidly, + :

principle of participant or intervenop funding in the Canadian Environmental Assessment
Act for mediations and panel reviews. RBill C-46, which is now before Parliament, would
extend this requirement 10 comprehensive studieg and Jjont panel reviews. However,
there are no provisions for participapr op intervenar funding under legislation
Implementing the Inwvialuit Fingl Agreement, the Nunayur Land Clajym Agreemenr or the

agsessment,

It is our understayding that the Deparmnent of Indjan Affairs and Northern Development
has not made any provisions for intervenor funding for any impact reviews conductzd hy
ca-mianagement bodies in the NWT or Nunavut, Thers are twa important provisions in

public review ag provided by the Environmenta] Assessment and Review
Process Guidelines Order (8.0.R. /84-467, 7o Juge 1984).» (emphasis
added) 7
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Clearly it was not the intentio : :
o : Hon of the negotiators of the NLC - .
N apation in NIRB impact revicws through a failure 1o make gtcrvto er!:ﬁ“funp';binhgc

available to communities, enviranmen i e
genera] public. el organizations, public interest groups and thy

The National Round Table q I ommm
n Eovironment and Econom rec
1 ent]
) ﬁa?gﬁ? of Canad-a should allocate...$500,000 paf year foryixite:rvano:nig;%ima’s
€ Mackenzie Environments] Impact Raview Board “can effectively caxxlfy

Crum
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ce.

Elizabeth Capeland, A/Chajr Nunavur 1 i
, mpact

éh:dn;a: I{{udl‘no,c (Il;hair, Nuznavot Wartey Bc?;z Review Boarg

0 came, Chair, Mackenzie Valley Envirg

AT, Mecken nmental i

II:’.Ioblt’:rt Hornal, C{zw, Inuvialujt Environmenta] Impact Rel?;z:szRwéew Hasd

on. Ethe] BIondm-Andmw, MP Westorn Arctic o
Naney Karatek-Lindeil, MP Nunavut
Larry Bagnall, MP Vukan .
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Minisire de 'Envirennement

To Lo O %w?
Mr. John Crump

~ o
:fz“”“’g

Executive Director

Canadian Arctic Resources Committee Z Z

7 Hintan Avenue North, Suite 200

Ottawa ON K1Y 4P

wur 2 0 2001
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Dear Mr. Crump:!

Thark you for your letfer of June 14, in which you expressed conesims
about participant funding for environmental assessment review panels, in particular
with respect ta the Jericho Diamond Mine project in Nunavut.

As you know, one of the purpases of the Canadian Environmental
Assessment Act is to ensure that there be an opportunity for public participation in
the environmental assessment process, In accordance with the Act, the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Agency administers a participant funding program to
help concerned citizens and organizations participate in the environmental
assessment of projects being examined by a review panel or mediator.

In the case of the Jericho Diamond Mine, the project is being
assessad as a screening under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act.
The screening is being led by the Department of Indian Adfairs and Northermn
Development, which has referred the project to a review panel by the Nunavut
Impact Review Board. In this regard, i note that you have also written to my
colleague, the Honourable Robert Nault. | trust that Minisier Nault wiil be able
to address this matter in further detail.

| appreciate your interest in these issues,

Yours sincerely,

bw"\& hb’\—g-u\r--..

David Anderson, P.C., M.P. REA

St P, b Ly

¢.c.. The Honourable Robert Nault, P.C., M.P.
Ve
Canada
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Mr. Jobhn Crump

Executive Director

Canadian Arctic Resoturces Commitiee
7 Hinten Avenue North, Suite 200
OTTAWA ON K1Y 4P1

Dear

“Thank you for your ietter of June 14, 2001, co-addressed o my Coileague the
Honourable David Andersan, Minister of the Environment, requesting intervenar funding
to be provided to the Northwest Territories and Nunhavut co-management bodies and, in
particuiar, for the Nunavut Impact Review Board’s (NIRB) environmental review of the
Jericho diamond project. ‘

Minister Anderson has responded to your conicerns with regards fo this project, noting
that the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency adminlsters a participant funding
program for assessments conducted by panels of mediators under the Canadjan
Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA). The Jericho diamend project, however, is
being assessed as a screening under the CEAA, with Indian and Northern Affsirs
Canada (INAC) acting as the lead responsible authcrity. The NIRB racommended to
me that the project be reviewed under Article 12, Part V of the Nunavut Land Claims
Agreement, | concurred with their recommendation and the NIRB is proceeding In the
review of the project on this basis. Federal authorities involved in the screening will act
to ensure that the NIRR's review meets the requirements for a screening, as laid out in
section 16(1) of the CEAA.

In response o the broader question you raise concerning funding for intervenors in the
environmental assessment processes in the Northwest Territorles and Nunavut, INAC
recognizes the participation of intervenors as important to the snvironmental
assessment process. Where the CEAA applies in the North, participants are eligible to
apply for funding under participant funding programs established under that Act. With
respect to the environmental assessment processes that have been established under
the land claim regimes, funding is provided on a case-by-case basis,

wf2

Canadid
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For example, in the case of the Jericho review; the NIRB has the opportunity to submit
a budget and workplan to the department for additional resources required above and
beyend its annual budget. A similar process is followed for projects that have been
refarred to the Environmental Impact Review Board under the Inuviatuit Final
Agreement, and for projects that have been referred for Environmental Impact Review
under the Mackenzie Vailey Resource Management Act.

| appreciate your interest in this issus, and trust that this response addres=es your
concerns. .

Yours sincerely,

452

Robert D. Nault, P.C., M.P. g

g.c.. The Honourable David Anderson, P.C., M.P.
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Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board
Box 938

Scotia Centre, {5102~
50t Avenue)
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2N7
Phone : (867} 873-9029
Fax : (867) 920-4761

The Honourable Robert D. Nault, P.C., M.P.

Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Affairs Canada
Government of Canada

Minister's Office

10 Wellington St., North Tower

Hull, PQ K1A OH4

The Honourable Minister Joseph Handley

Minister of Resources Wildiife and Economic Developrnent
Government of the Northwest Territories

Box 1320, Yellowknife, NT, X1A 2L.9

-~

September 14, 2001

Dear Ministers Nault and Handley:;

Re: Status of GNWT/Canada community capacity building strateqy

in March of 2001, the Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board wrote to
Canada and the GNWT encouraging your gavernments to begin working on a
coordinated strategy to address community capacity building in anticipation of a
Mackenzie Valley pipeline. In that letter, the Board outlined its concern with respsct to
the shortage of resource management capacity building and training resources available
to communities in the NWT.

As you are aware, it is possible that an application to build a pipsline and associated
gathering systems in the NWT could be submitted to reguiatory authorities with
jurisdiction in the NWT as soon as December 2001. All of the responsible authotities for
regulatory and environmental assessment approval of a pipeline application are making
considerable pragress on a Cooperation Plan that will ensure that a "made in the north”
process results in a quality and efficient review. However, to ensure a quality ‘made in
the north” process, communities and Aboriginal otganizations require the ability to
actively participate in a meaningful and substantive manner.
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We are aware of the resource management and community infrastructure assistance
initiatives that both governments are undertaking, including the commitment from DIAND

- to renew the Interim Resource Management Agreement (IRMA) Program for one year
with support from the GNWT. We are also aware of the additional funds that the
Department of Municipal and Community Affairs has made avaflable for capital
infrastructure impacts, '

While these initiatives are encouraging, specifically the extension of the IRMA program,
we remain concemed with respect to the lack of a coordinated gas pipeline-specific
strategy that will provide resources and capacity fo affected community groups wishing to
intervene in the review process. We also understand that the IRMA Program funds wili
hot be made avallable to Aberiginal organizations in the inuvialuit, Gwich'in or Sahtu
settlement regions. As stated in Minister Handley's letter to the NWTAM (August 13,
01), municipal governments will be represented by the GNWT before the National Energy
Board and other regulatoty agencies, however, regulatory and approvai agencies will
need fo consult directly with affected community councils and ather municipal
organizations, which are not eligible for IRMA Program dofars.

All regions of the NWT, whether under settled or unsettled land claims, require additional
capacity to become properly engaged in the necessary development consultation and
related activities that will undoubtedly occur, Aboriginal organizations in the Inuvialuit,
Gwich'in and Sahtu regions do not recsive adequate funding from government through
their claims implementation plans o adequately participate in resource management
processes established under the MVRMA and other legisiative processes, which may be
applied in the event of a pipeline application.

The Chairs of the Boards and Agencies with responsibility for regulation and
environmental assessment of the gas pipeline through the Mackenzie Valley wish to
encourage both governments to address the need for a capacity building initiative that
can assist all communities and Aboriginal organizations, including those in Inuviatuit,
Gwich'in and Sahtu regions, to effectively participate in the environmental assessment
and regulatory process, should an application to construct a pipeline be received.

Time is passing quickly. The Board encourages you in your continued efforts in this most
important initiative. The quality and timeliness of the environmental assessment and
regulatory process will depend on how capable and prepared communities are to
participate in the process once it begins.

rely;

Frank Pope
Chair, Mackenzie Valley Pipeliné"Regulatory and
Environmental Assessment Chairs' Comrmittee

ce: Chairs’ Committee Members
Pipeline Working Group Members

P.S- 18
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§$§ Indian and Northern  Affaires indiennes
Affairs Canada et du Nord Canada

www.inac.ge.ca WWW.ainc.ge.ca

February 12, 2003

Renewable Resources and Environment our o - Voo eitoranse
P.O. BOX 1500 ’

YELLOWKN]FE, NT 1 Qurlils - Notre réldrancs
X1A 2R3 ~

Kevin O'Reilly

Research Director

Canadian Arctic Resources Committee

3" Floor, 4910 50* Street (MacKay Building) |
P.0. BOX 1705 i

Re:  Question on the Targeted Use of Snap Take Revenue from the
De Beers Canada Mining Inc.. Snap Eake Proi

roject

N

Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC) is pleased to respond to your question concerning
our position on the feasibility and desirability of the targeted use of federal reverues from the De
Beers Snap Lake Diamond Project towards the economic diversification and sustainability for the
Northwest Territories.

It is general practice that the federal royalties and taxes generated from the Northwest Territories,
as with the other territories and provinces, flow to the General Revenue Fund which is then re-
distributed through federal programs and transfer payments. I do not foresee the Federal
Government aitering this practice anytime before the conclusion of the Environmental Assessment
Phase of the De Beers Snap Lake Diamond Project.

I would like to thank you for raising this concern with me and if you have any questions please do —
not-hesitate to contact me at (867) 669-2647,

Yo ly,

e

David Livingftone,
Director, Renewsble Resources and Environment

¢.c.: Vern Christensen,
Executive Director, MacKenzie Valley
Environmental Impact Review Board
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