Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review
Board Box 938, 5102-50th Avenue,
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2N7

Date: Wednesday, July 24, 2002

From: Luciano Azzolini, Environmental Assessment Officer
Pages: 6 including these the cover pages

File: BA01-004 De Beers Snap Lake Diamond Project

Subject: De Beers Information Update and Distribution of De Beers Draft Pre-
Hearing Conference Guide

John MecConnell, Robin Johnstone, De Beers™ 766-7347
Bob Tumer, NSMA 669-7442
Rachel Crapeau, YDFN, Dettah and N’dilo 873-5969
Steve Ellis, Lutselk’e Dene Council (867) 370-3010
Cecil Lafferty, Fort Resolution Metis Council (867) 394-3322
Maurice Boucher, Deninu Ku’e Envir. Working Comumittee (867)394-5122
Akaitcho Territory Government, Maurice Boucher (867) 394-3413
Jolene Koyina, Dogrib Treaty 11 Council 766-3441
Steve Conway, Dogrib Rae First Nation (867) 392-6150 -
Ted Blondin, Dogrib Treaty 11 Council (867)392-6389 (604) 943-4621 -
Yellowknife Metis Local #66 873-4097 =
Garth Walbridge, Rae-Edzo Metis Nation Local #64 020-7389 -
J. Michael Thoms (604) 414-0267~
Laura Duncan, Wha Ti First Nation (867) 573-3222
Lana Paulson, Gameti First Nation (867) 997-3411
Jennifer Keith, Dechi Laot’1 First Nation (867) 713-2030
Chris Paci Dene Nation 920-2254 -
City Clerk, City of Yellowknife 920-5649

if you are a Directly Affected Party or an Intervener putting larger (hundreds or pages) reports,
colour maps or other material that cannot be easily duplicated please make sure you provide the
Board 17 copies. The Review Board puts a copy on the public regisiry, distributes 15 to ali the
other Interveners and Directly Affected Parties, and one copy is provided to the Chair.

The document accompanying this transmission contain confidential information intended for a specific individual and purpose.
The informatien is private, and is legally protected by law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
disclosure, copying, distribution, or taking any action in reference to the contents of this telecopied (faxed) information is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by telephone and return the criginal
to us by regular mail.
From Louie Azzolini
MVEIRB
P.O. Box 938
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2N7
Phone (867) 766-7053
Fax (867) 766-7074



Mike Richards, Hamlet of Rae-Edzo

Tom Matus, Charter Commumity of Wha Ti
Jane McMullen, GNWT

Mark Dahl, Environment Canada

Julie Dahl, Marc Lange DFO

John Ramsey, NRCan

Bob Wooley Executive Director, MVLWB
Tamara Hamilton, INAC

Kevin O’Reilly, CARC

Alexandra Borowiecka, Ecology North
Bill Carpenter, WWE™, Canada

Tony lacobelli, M.Sc., WWE™, Canada
Yellowknife Chamber of Commerce

(867) 392-6139 =
(867) 573-3018
873-0114 and 873-0293 -
873-8185
669-4940
(613) 995-5719
873-6610
669-2701
920-2685
920-2986
920-4999
416-489-3611
920-4640

Town of Hay River (867) 874-3237
Murray Swyripa Diavik™ Diamond Mines Ltd. 669-9058
Derck Chubb Ekati™ BHP Mines Diamond Mine Inc. 669-9293
NWT Chamber of Mines 920-2145
NWT Chamber of Commerce 873-4174
Pape & Salter Barristers and Solicitors (604) 681-3050 —
Chamberlain Hutchison (780) 426-1293 =

This gﬁrﬁ%}i provides an update on the status of the De Beers Environmental Assessment.
As you know, the Review Board requested comments on its proposed amended work
plan. It received comments and a request for ruling, asking to have technical

reports submitted after the technical meetings. The Review Board is tentatively plarming
to meet in the first week of August to consider the draft work plan comments and the
request for ruling with direction forthcoming shortly afterwards. Until then, De Beers is
working to complete its responses to Information Requests to Round #1 and Round #2
and outstanding conformity items. If you have any questions regarding this environmental
assessment please feel free to call me. The Review Board will distribute all materials
received from all parties to the environmental assessment.

I have also taken the liberty of attaching a draft Pre-meeting Conference Guide that will
facilitate and guide the technical meetings and public hearing. As it is a draft, it is subject
to amendment by the Review Board.

If you are a Directly Affected Party or an Intervener putting larger (hundreds or pages) reports,
colour maps or other material that cannot be easily duplicated please make sure you provide the
Board 17 copies. The Review Board puts a copy on the public registry, distributes 15 to all the
other Interveners and Directly Affected Parties, and one copy is provided to the Chair.

The document accompanying this transmission contain confidential information intended for a specific individual and purpese.
The information is private, and is legally protected by law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
disclosure, copying, distribution, or taking any action in reference to the contents of this telecopied (faxed) information is strictly
prehibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediatety by telephone and return the original
to us by regular mail.
From Louie Azzolin
MVEIRB
P.O. Box 938
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2N7
Phone (867) 766-7053
Fax (867) 766-7074
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1  WhatIs A Pre-Hearing Conference?

The Pre-Hearing Conference offers you an important opportunity to get involved in the planning for the
hearing/technical sessions at an early stage and to participate in shaping these processes and their outcomes.

A Pre-Hearing Conference is a meeting of all the parties in an environmental assessment with the Review
Board staff and counsel. As much time as necessary will be committed to this step in the EA process,
however, we plan to set a full day aside to be sure that all matters raised can be thoroughly discussed. Pre-
Hearing Conferences are intended to prepare the environmental assessment for hearing and technical session.
This includes identifying the issues in dispute, where possible reducing the scope and number of issues to be
raised in a hearing, seeking agreement on procedural matters and preparing and exchanging necessary
documents.

Any hearings or technical sessions will be more efficient if parties are familiar with the Review Board’s
procedures, are aware of any outstanding issues not resolved through the IR process and are not caught by
surprise by documents introduced for the first time at the hearing or technical session. Pre-Hearing
Conferences sometimes result in a settlement of some issues in dispute, although this is not their main goal. It
is essential for the effectiveness of the Pre-Hearing Conference that each participant ensures that at least one
of its representatives attending has full knowledge of the environmental assessment.

2 Notice of a Pre-Hearing Conference

The Review Board will publish a Notice of the Pre-Hearing Conference in local and regional newspapers.
Directly Affected Parties and Interveners (parties with standing) are automatically invited to attend the Pre-
Hearing Conference. Others may participate if they notify the Review Board of their intention to do so as
soon as possible after the public notice of the Pre-Hearing Conference is published. The notice announcing
the date, time and location of a Pre-Hearing Conference may contain a listing of topics to be addressed
including:

» Clarification of the issues;

= Decide on the issues to be discussed at the hearing or technical session;

» Procedures to facilitate effective participation;

» Familiarizing participants with the Review Board's procedures;

= Setting a time table for the exchange of information and for preparations for the hearing or technical

session;
= Any matter that may help simplify and carry out the hearing/technical session; and
* Date, time and location of the hearing/technical session.

3 What to Expect at a Pre-Hearing Conference

The Pre-Hearing will be informal. In all cases, however, the actual format will reflect the style of the Chair
and the objectives of the particular Pre-Hearing. For the Pre-Hearing to be successful, the participants must
speak freely.

3.1  How To Prepare For The Pre-Hearing Conference?

L
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Reading the De Beers Rules of Procedure issued by the Review Board is important. It will be useful for

participants to ask themselves the following questions as they prepare for the Pre-Hearing:
1. Exactly what are the issues in the environmental assessment?

Why are these issues being raised?

Is there any chance of resolving or addressing a particular issue or series of issues?

What are the relevant facts in the environmental assessment?

Do we agree with the facts?

Will we be calling expert witnesses?

On what documents will we be relying?

What documents should we provide to the other participants?

Can we provide those documents before or at the Pre-Hearing?

10 What documents do we need from the other parties and why do we need them?

11. How many days of hearing or technical session do we expect our matters to take?

12. How many days of hearing in total do we need?

000 N O B W

3.2 What To Bring To The Pre-Hearing Conference?

Please come to the Pre-Hearing with the following material:

» A list of the issues to be addressed in the hearing or technical session.

» A list of documents you require from the other parities and reasons why you require the documents.

« A list of expert witnesses you intend to use, if any, and why.

» A list of your available dates in the event it is decided that more hearing dates are required than have
already been set.

» Description of issues about which there is disagreement; description of efforts made to reach
agreement, description of why agreement was not reached; and, resolution requested of the MVEIRB.

3.3 Need for Legal Counsel and Experts

It is not necessary that you retain the services of a lawyer to represent your interests at a Pre-Hearing
Conference or hearing. However, you may wish to retain the services of a lawyer if there will be issues that
involve legal complexities.

4 Overview of the Pre-Hearing Conference Process

The Review Board’s Pre-Hearing Conference is not a formal event. It does however provide a structured
format for the presentation of information and discussion. Typically, the meeting begins with opening
remarks from the Chair. These may include a statement of the purpose of the Pre-Hearing Conference, and
introduction of parties with standing participating in the Pre-Hearing Conference. Preliminary matters such as
procedural or legal issues are usually considered next. This includes information needs of the participants,
timing, location and issues to be considered at the hearing/technical session. Each participant is asked to
present his or her concerns and suggestions for the upcoming hearing/technical session starting with the
proponent in environmental assessment. The proponent also has an opportunity to respond after all
participants have presented their views. Meeting notes of the pre-hearing conference will include a list of
participants, views of the parties, issues discussed and any decisions.
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OPENING REMARKS

PRELIMINARY MATTERS

AGENDA ITEMS
Procedural and scoping
matters

Participants in
registration order

Developer Closing
Remarks

TIME AND LOCATION
OF HEARING

CLOSING

REPORT

Review Board Pre-Hearing Procedure
OPENING REMARKS

»  Stalement of the purpose of the Pre-Hearing Conference.

s JIntroduction of Board and staff.

»  Registration of applicant and then participants.

s  Exhibits and written submissions are filed.
PRELIMINARY MATTERS

s Discussion of any procedural, legal, or simifar matters.

AGENDA ITEMS

For each agenda item:
e Comments by each participant including the applicant.
s  Questions by Board Chair and Board staffconsultants.
For each participant including the Developer:
e  Verbal summary arguments as to their "directly affected"” status.
» Questions by the Developer, Board and staff/consultants.

TIMING AND LOCATION OF HEARING
For each participant:

s  Verbal comment on hearing and location.

¢ Questions by the Board

CLOSING

e  Board Chair will usually announce deferral of the Board's decision.

REPORT OF MEETING

s  Later, a Report of the Pre-Hearing Conference stating the decisions are distributed to all
registered parties and made available to the public.



