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Atrached is our letter to you dated October 23, 2002.
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MacKenzie Valley Environment Impact Review Board
Box 938

Yellowknife, NWT

X1A 2N7

\tfenfion: __ Vern Christ
Laci \zzolini
Joe Acorn

Dear Sixs:

/

] am writing fo express my concerns about the recent developments regarding the scheduling of the
Prehearing Conference.

On October 10, 2002, I requested a definite date for the Prehearing Conference. I advised Mr.
Azzolini that I needed to know the date in order to schedule a pressing matfer on another file. In
M. Azzolini®s emails of October 11, 2002 , he advised that he would make inquiries, however, he
was not able to provide me with a definite date. I continned to hold the week of November 4, 2002
open but by October 17, 2002 a date for the Prehearing Conference still had not been set. On
October 17, 2002, I contacted Susan Hunt and advised her of the urgency associated with
scheduling the other matter. In response to my call, I received an email from Mr. Christensen dated

October 17, 2002. Tha:t email advised that the earliesi dates for the Prehearing conference would
be November 8% or 13, 2002.

In my reply email dated October 17, 2002 I md:lcated that, based on Mr. Christensen’s advice, I had
booked the other matter for Novembcr 5™ and 6% 2002. Although I held my schedule open until X
received Mr. Christensen’s email, Irelied on his advme apd proceeded to book the other matter.
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T wish to stress that it is not possible for me to reschedule the other matter. It is also a fribunal
hearing. However, in that matter I represent the tribunal itself and thus camnot request an
adjournment, Further, the public notices regarding the hearing dates have already been sent out.
The hearing will involve a large number of community members whe have already been told about
the hearing dates. The Board is also under a statutory obligation to hold that hearing before
November 11, 2002. That hearing cannot be rescheduled without my client jeopardizing its
jurisdiction.

On Wednesday, October 23, 2002, I received a voicemail message and an email indicating that the
Prehearing Conference would proceed on November 5% and 6%, 2002. Under the circumstances, it
would be impossible for me to attend a Prehearing Conference on November 5% and 6™, 2002.

My client has chosen to have legal represeptation at the Prehearing Conference. Indeed, there are a
number of procedural and legal issues that require my involvement. [ am extremely concerned that
if the Prehearing Conference proceeds on a date prior to November 8, 2002, my client’s rights to
procedural faimess in this process will be seriously prejudiced.

I am therefore writing to forwally request that the Board, in copsideration of all of these
circumstances, issue a ruling or direction that the Prehearing Conference be scheduled for a date on
or after November 8, 2002.

Given the limited time available, I would appreciate an immediate answer in order that we can
determine whether any further legal steps must be taken prior to November 5, 2002.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Yours truly,

ce: Client
J Donihee
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