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Gordon Wray

Acting Chatrman

Maclkenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Roard

PO Box 938

YELLOWKNIFE, NT y
X1A 2N7

Dear Mr. Wray:

Re: De Beers Canada Mining Ine. Snap Lake Diamond Project: recent suhmissions of
technical memoranda and the environmental assessment progcess

As oxpressed to the Mackenzie Valley Environmental Tmpact Review Board (Board) on
numerous occasions, Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC) is concerned about the overall
cnvitonmental assessment process for the Snap Lake Project and the timetable set by the Board
to review technical documents provided by DeBeers Canada Mining Juc: (DCMI). As of J annary
31, 2003, DCMT has submitted important technical memoranda and has slated that additional
memoranda and modelling results will be forthcoming in the upcoming weeks. At the same
time, the Board is liolding to the February 14, 2003, deadlinc for the submission of technical
reports by reviewers. The Board suggests that if reviewers are unable to incorporale their
analyses of the technical memoranda info their techuical reports, they arc to do so in a separale
submission on February 21, 2003,

It is unvrealistic to cxpect that roviewers could conduct 2 erodible analysis of these documents

within the suggested time (rame of February 21%, It scoms unlikely that reviewers will be able to

review this additional maierial and provide their analyses prior to the pre-hearing conforence and —
the hearings itself. This situation clearly has the potential to undermine both the technical

validity of the review and the procedura) fairness of the process itself.  INAC supports the valid

concern expressed by other reviewers that there is madequate (ime to respond {o the new

information recently provided by DCML. In our view, the schedule as it stands will not enablc

the required credible technical review so essential to a sound envirommental assessment procoss.

INAC suggests the following options the Board may wish to consider:
1. The Board could cxtend the deadline for the submission of technical reporis, following
receipt of all outstanding memoranda from DCMYI, for a time that would allow reviewers 4

to complele their analysis and pravide the Board with the credible information required;
or
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2. The Board could establish a rcasonable period of time for reviewers to examine
memoranda from DCMI as (hey arrive, essentially cstablishing a rolling review period
with a subsequent roll-up of comments; or

3. The Board could stick to its current timctable and conduct the environmental assessiment
in an on-going manner.

The concorns taised by INAC and other reviewers regarding the time and, in some cascs, the
capacity to review the material provided by DCMI within the schicdule established by the Board
are serious ones. We look forward (o the Board’s decision as to how it plans to conduct the
remainder of the environmental assessment in light of these concorns.

If you have any questions concerning this Ietter, please contact myself al 669-2647 or Tamara
Hamilton at 669-2616.

~—t

Your sincercly,

David Li¥ingstone
Director, Renewable Resources and Bnvironrment

z(//(

oo Robin Johnstone, De Boers Canada Mining Inc.
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