~ Drilling in Wool Bay and Drybones Bay

“You’re in our backyard and we know what your mtentwns are”

" They ¢ame from place
from companies w:th natnes hke
and New Shoshizi Ventires,”

. abnut their exploratlon actmtles in-the sacred: Weledeh Dene areds of -

e tizvé to ‘spealk out because this-is our land that we re ta!k

mg »about "-gaid: Elder Alfred Ba]llargeo

: “Wc can’t lef them comé: over and take over our {and. You
shou]d dll-know by now how muckof our land has. already. been.

destroyed -- and T'm tellmg them nght now that they'can’t treat. us: llke

a dog that is tied. We've'come.too far to' allow. that 16 happen.”

“time ihey spent at the Prince of Wales Heritage Centre researching the -

area, and how they respect the land He respectfuliy brought them back :

1o earth, -
C “Before I speak 1 want 1o say tbat we know you guys arel on[y
here to take money Fom the land,” Paper told them. " - i "
““You-must respect us by-coming around to visit with us, and ta
ask fo: permlssmn when you want to do something on our Eand What 1
don’t wantto-see is our land being destroyed.”

He veent on to remind people that he was here befure whlte men -

came It was a timé when moose and fish were plentiful and the water
in the ' Weledeh Bay was clear and clear, -

“We as Eiders have to pass on our knowledge. to our young peo-
ple so they know how to speak out abont their land and so they always
remember why it's so important to protect it.”?

Yellowknives-Dene Chief Richard Edjericon had strqng words
for the company representatives, It started with a history lesson - a brief
reminder to them that'the land they are drilling on is protected by a -
Treaty that was signed in 1900. When they mentioned they brought
along permits from the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board it was
clear they had no idea what was-going on here.

“It seems like we've been in constant battle in Akaitcho to
protect our land. When BHP came, we were told we had 60 days to
negotiate an agreement, which made us feel like we had a pun to our -

head. That ﬂgrecment could huvc becn better, but we learned from that

experience,” said Edjericon. :

“We fought for boundary, we challenged the authority of the
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board by winning the Patterson
Sawmill court case, and we signed an Interim Measures Agreement
with the federai government while-wé continue to negotiate our Treaty.”

-, Edjericon said ﬂiere_i?vas a-meeting held in Lutsel K’e recently

© where the Eiders overwhelmingly stated how important it is to protect
i . the land, They talked about taking steps to slow down development. -
“They were. in Det’tah ﬁns month to talk to corrunumry iecibers: e

“I see people who-come up here waving permits to conduct
exploratlon on ourlands, but I'm ask.mg under whuse autbonty is

- pefmission grinted?"” sai Edije

about peimiitting: and:we know: what your mtcntmns are. What you neéd'

know is-that we:don’t thmk in; terms ofa couple of years or decdides.’

: We'have o have a'plan:for the next 100 years and a 100 years after that
='_becausc that’s how long wie'Te going t0.be here.”

"One by one penple stood: gy to-voice thelr gravc concems

: “itegarding the récent diamond finds in the area,

: - “Your exploratmn Jooks successful which means it wz!l lead to
mmmg If ' we aren’t involved at all stages then bad Ehmgs are gomg to

L happen said Councilor Jimmy Beaulieu.
Elder Michele Paper listened as the company reps described the o

**“We’re talking about an area‘that is llkB our Natlonal Park It’s

g fl!ll of moose; beaver, muskrat and fish hut you're only coming to us
“now after a-year of worklng there:: Asaboy 1 went trapping and cance-

_ing in that: area with my Elders. When mining starts everything is gomg

- 'to be different. Now is.the time'to make sure you understand how. we .

- /used 16 live, because we know your ﬁrst pnnnty is to the wh:te people
“from down south.”..

Lutsel K'e Clnei Arch1e Cathohque summanzed the feelings
that were going through the crowd.:
. “Licensing and permitting is somethmg we wsll be handhng

'ourselvcs That’s what we’re negotiating right now;” said Catholique.

“What we see here is people trying to come in the back door -
and that’s not respectful. Akaitcho is open for business, but we want to
do it the right way. And if that doesn t happen then there ] gmng to be
sotne rough roads ahead »

(o



