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Sambaa K¢ Dene Band
Box 10, Trout Lake, NT X0 170
Phone: (867) 206-2800 Fax. (867) 206.2828

Email: denm‘sdenerorz@nr. SVmpatico.cq

The Honourable Andy Scott, Minjster
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada
Ottawa, Ontario E 2.50pr

JAN 112006

January 11, 2006
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Fax: 613-996-9955 o }
MACKIZNZIE VALLEY
. . ENVIRUINMENTAL IMPACT
Ms. Gabrielle MackenZIe~Scott,HChaJr REVIEW BOARD
Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board .

Yellowknife, NT

Fax: 867-766-7074

Dear Sir and Madam,

This letter js in esponse to the modifications Proposed by the Minister to the MVEIRB®g
recommended measures to redyce the impacts of the proposed Delicho Geotechnica] Program.
Although the SKDR finds that a number of the modifications are reasoftable, a few modifications
warrant comment, One of the proposed modifications (#6) severely undermines SKDB inherent
interests, Below are our comments,

modification Suggests that the SKDRB hasg been, or might be, unwilling to megt with Impetial
regarding this matter, Jn fact, the opposite is true ~ it has been Imperial that has made no effort
to engage in discussion regarding the winter road. There js no need for the Proposed modification
given the SKDB’s keen and Iong-standing interest in discussing this tatter,

exy i » the SKDB hag witnesged many types of resource development activities
in its traditiona| land, most of Which have resulted i, damage to the wildlife ang landscape, 1n

order to fully accommodate jtg strong interest in and inherent right to protect jtg traditional lands,
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funding provided by Imperial Oil. This approach was supported by the MVEIRB in its
deliberations.

Although the SKDB is comfortable with removing the reference to the Gwich’in monitoring
program, the modification proposed by the Minister removes the clayse regarding the hiring of

independent monitors. Moreover, the Minister does not provide a rationale for making this ‘
particular change. One of the most fundamental ways to ensure that SKDB inherent interests are

negotiate one agreement on a regional level that would fnclude the Geotechnical work
and all subsequent MGP activities, This position was in direct contradiction to Imperial’s
position during the EA that the Geotechnical Program shoulid not be considered a
component of the main MGP. Imperial needs to be questioned about its commitment to
negotiate with the SKDR regarding the Geotechnical Program.

On this note, as with Measure #4, the Minister’s modification leaves the impression that
the SKDB has been, or might be, resistant to negotiations. This is an unfuir impression,
The SKDB has always been open to direct tegotiations regarding the Geotechnical
Program, but itg request for negotiations following the EA was rebuffed by tmperial.

discuss the proposed modifications to the MVEIRB"s recommended measures regarding
the Dehcho Geotechnjcal Program, Mahsj.

cc.  David Livingstone, DIAND, 867- 449 -2 707
John Lojek, Barrister and Solicitor, Calgary - 403-269-1610
Peter Redvers, Crosscurrent Associates Lid., 867-874-4505

0171172006 WED 14:32 [TX/RX NO 9078]



