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    DEH CHO FIRST NATIONS

BOX 89, FORT SIMPSON, N.W.T. X0E 0N0

TEL: (867) 695-2355 FAX: (867) 695-2038
____________________



April 12, 2005

Martin Haefele

Senior Environmental Assessment Officer

Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board

5102-50th Avenue 

Yellowknife, NT

Tel: 867-766-7053

Fax: 867-766-7074

Re: Environmental Assessment 0405-02 Canadian Zinc Corporation Drilling Expansion

On behalf of the Dehcho First Nations, Nahanni Butte Dene Band and Pehdzeh Ki First Nation, please accept the following comments on the Draft Terms of Reference for the above Environmental Assessment.

Scope

Under Scope of Development, DFN request that the following physical works or activities are added:

w Helicopter pad construction;
w Re: Infrastructure required to support the program, this needs to be clearly defined and listed;
w Transportation of equipment and supplies to and from the minesite, as required for the purposes of the Drilling Program (e.g. method of transportation; equipment, supplies and personnel; number of expected transportation trips);
w Quantity and type of fuel needed to complete the program. Quantitative assessment of existing fuel on site. Specifically, can CZN complete this Drilling Program as well as all other already permitted and licensed programs, without bringing in fuel? If not, how will CZN transport fuel to the mine site for the Drilling Program?
Terms of Reference

B-1: Road Development

Land Use Permit application MV2001C0022, to which this amendment application pertains, stipulates that “new tote road extensions shall not exceed 30m past existing lines or roads” (Part C(9)). Similarly, in the recently submitted application, CZN states “where required, extensions to existing tote roads will be kept to a minimum, typically only from a few up to 10 or 20 metres.” However, the CZN Detailed Project Description states that “short spur roads…up to 100m in length.” This information is contradictory, and the need for 100m length spur or tote roads is not adequately explained or justified. 

w DFN request that the Terms of Reference include the requirement for CZN to justify the need for 100m spur or tote roads;

w Type of materials, and the source of materials for road construction;
w Estimated quantity of materials needed for road construction.

C: Project Response to Environmental Sensitivity

Sensitivity criteria should also include:

w Any waterway determined to be fish habitat, as defined under s. 34 of the Fisheries Act;

w The discussion on “no-go” areas should also include sensitive waterways;

E: Physical and Biological Environment

E-1: Aquatic Resources and Habitat

This section should also include:

w Estimated volume of water needed for drilling, per drill site;

w Quantitative analysis of drill waste and waste water;

w Chemical composition of drill fluids; drill waste; and waste water;

w A more detailed analysis of fish and fish habitat in Prairie Creek (notably further study on bull trout and arctic grayling in the main stem, and the sensitivities of these species to silt and sediment);

w Alternatives to the proposed crossing of Prairie Creek, and other major water crossings.

E-2: Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat

This section should also include:

w A more detailed analysis of the potential impacts to Dall Sheep, and proposed mitigation measures; (DFN recommend that CZN consult with RWED);
w An estimate of the number of helicopter flights in the vicinity of Dall Sheep.
F: Human Environment

F-1: Economic Impacts

This section should also include:

w The exact number and type of jobs, including the job qualifications, that will go to local communities for the Drilling Program;

F-2: Protected and Withdrawn Areas

w The discussion of CZN’s commitment and methods to maintain the aesthetic quality of…..should also include ecological integrity and ecosystem function.
G: Cumulative Impacts

The amendment application submitted by CZN stated that “depending on the results of the exploration program these areas are expected to be subject to ongoing activity associated with further exploration and mine development.”

DFN submits that such “further exploration and mine development” is a reasonably foreseeable consequence of the Drilling Program, and therefore an analysis of these future activities on the Prairie Creek property, and the South Nahanni watershed, should be included in the analysis of Cumulative Impacts.

This section should also include:

w A cumulative impacts analysis on the effects of fragmentation, due to the existing and any new road network, on wildlife and wildlife habitat.

Archaeological Resources

The Terms of Reference should also include a more detailed analysis (spatial and socio-cultural) of the effects of the Drilling Program on archaeological resources and measures to avoid or mitigate these effects. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Terms of Reference,

Laura Pitkanen

Dehcho First Nations

