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Nahanni National Park Reserve

P.O. Box 348

Fort Simpson, NT

X0E 0N0

12 April 2005

Martin Haefele

Environmental Assessment Officer

Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board

P.O. Box 938, 5102 - 50th Ave

Yellowknife, NT 

X1A 2N7           

Re: Draft Terms of Reference and Work Plan for the Environmental Assessment of the Canadian Zinc Corporation Phase 3 Surface Drilling Exploration Program 

Dear Mr. Haefele, 

Comments on the Draft Terms of Reference and Work Plan for the above-mentioned assessment are included, as per your request.  The opportunity to comment is appreciated, and we hope these recommendations will assist the Review Board in carrying out its duties in this assessment process.

Parks Canada would like to see the following requests added to the Terms of Reference:

B-3 Drilling Sites

f) State the maximum disturbed area of a drill site if multiple holes are drilled.

E-1 Aquatic Resources and Habitat:

8)  Discuss the feasibility of aquatic surveys being conducted this summer in terms of data deficient species within creeks that will be crossed.

E-2 Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat:

c) Discuss areas and times where low-level flights may be restricted.  In particular, discuss the impact of low-level flights on i.e. Dall sheep and how these impacts will be mitigated.

d) What wildlife indicators will be considered to determine if thresholds have been exceeded?

E-3 Reclamation

f) Provide a monitoring protocol for the reclaimed sites.

F Human Environment:

F-3 Cultural and Heritage Resources:  Discuss the feasibility of having an archaeologist present during any major soil disturbances.

G Cumulative Impacts:

d) Provide the total number of holes drilled under past Land Use Permits and describe the specifics of any other past undertakings in the area (i.e. size of underground adits and trenches).

In addition, under the Environmental Impact Assessment Guidelines (March 2004), cumulative effects assessment is defined as impacts of the development in combination with the impacts of all other past, present and reasonably foreseeable future developments and human activities (Page 30).  Since Canadian Zinc has discussed submitting their application for the full mine site within the next few months (the foreseeable future), the Cumulative Impacts section, therefore, should include all activities that have, are, or will be taking place on the Canadian Zinc mining and surface leases.  The Cumulative Effects Report from the Deh Cho Land Use Plan can be used for data availability.
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We look forward to assisting in any way we can to provide timely and effective input to the Board.  We understand from the company and others that the process should proceed in a timely yet effective manner.  We will do our best to provide our input without delay whenever possible.  

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to call Kim Schlosser at (867) 695-3151.

Yours truly,

Chuck Blyth

Superintendent, Nahanni National Park Reserve
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