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2 he Honourable Charles Strahl

% H}suse of Commons
‘@Yg‘takvia ON K1A 0A8

By ?&\Q 3) 944-9376
N

Re: Recom nt,;latmn b Mackenzie Valley FiN)
on Land Us@%_"ﬁl E;a é;r% bir Ur-Energy ]n\ck\_&\

Dear Minister Stralil3 5%+ 4

B -
The Beverly and Qamanlrju s Cargbou}gl,., g agement Baard (BQCMB) has reviewed the _ :
recommendation madEgby, ig fMaC[qeﬁgj@V@[géﬁEnwronmenta[ Impact Review Board (MVEIRB),
to reject Ur-Energy’ s‘ﬁl@ﬁgsed‘pmﬁctr 3 ﬁeLB“@,CMB supports this recommendation and
MVEIRB’s suggestiolsh adle EVES, parf‘bf:-r highéCommendation regarding land.use planning,
consultation with aborigi AUSE ' t'af'__ &a‘l?éa and regional assessment of cumulative effects of
mineral exploration on barrg L1 ”‘ﬁ ou. The BQCMB believes that the recommendation
' %fof tion provided to the MVEIRB throughout the
g

and suggestions are conas’i' “mfi."i\hu

RFILY I3
environmental assessment q%‘@s 5‘mpc ject
LYY
The Role of the BQCMB in! C’éﬁiaawﬁ/aﬁaqe:%ent and Environmenial Assessment

I f{i &

[
The BQCMB is a co—managemé‘ﬂtkb’oar;{:i es”(ablrshed in 1982 to co-ordinate the management of
the Beverly and QamamrjuaqLcarlbou hsrds;r Tﬁxe Board’s mission is to ensure the long-term
conservation of the Beverly and Qamamr]uaq panbou herds for Aboriginal communities who
wish fo maintain a lifestyle that mclude the ube of caribou, as well as for all Canadians and
people of other nations. The mandate if the BQCMB provided by the multl-jurlsdtctlonal Beverly
and Qamanirjuaq Barren Ground Caribiou Management Agreement (2002}, s to advise
governments and caribou range ¢émmunities on ways to protect the Beverly and Qamanirjuag
caribou herds and their ranges.

The BQCMB is not against mining. Board members recognize that people living on caribou
ranges need jobs through economic development. However, they also know that people from
communities across the caribou ranges do not want jobs that harm the caribou herds. The
BQCMB believes that communities, governments, regulatory boards, industry and non-
government organizations should work together to protect the caribou herds and their ranges.
Several years ago, the Board produced a paper outlining action that is needed e protect the
caribou herds, including: establishing pratected areas, improving existing conservation tools,
conducting cumulative effects assessment, collecting information about the caribou herds and
their important habitats, and regional land use planning.

The BQCMB participated in the environmental assessment of Ur-Energy’s proposed project and
made many submissions o the MVEIRB outlining our concerns about the potential impacts of
this proposed project and the cumulative effects of mineral development on barren-ground
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: on to the public
ground.

bou and the people that depend on caribou. This included a ared
1¥-hgaring about caribou-related issues for which we provided exte ",=‘

e Role of Caribou in the Culture of Northern Abariginal Peoples

%MVEIRB based their recommendatlon to reject Ur-Energy's§
cohghygion that “the impacts of the proposed development in ¢o
impastswf all other past, present and reasonably foreseeable hyisin activities in the area are
likely to\hane a signiﬁcant adverse cultural impdctidn the aborjgial people who value the area.”
Letters to¥ g prew sMinister of INAC in respBngl to their resbmmendation indicate that some
parties do the i ound-€zfibou play in the culture and
traditional life] 3 igh clugifig the Akaitcho people.

) sed project on their
Aticn with the combined

L3h,

communities in thel§ ,"‘ dchigwan was clearly stated by many speakers from
these communities at gk inggn the BQCMB’s presentation to the hearing, we
made the case that the 1 ithe prgESsed development and the cumulative impacts of all

: ; B caribou ranges may have significant adverse

caribou would likely reg)
these caribou herds. Thi
MVEIRB. '
BQCME Recommendatiorﬂs :

haveiattached the recommendations we made io the
mmary below.

To facilitate your briefing o t
MVEIRE on this project and pk
1) Recommendations fé’om the BQC[W -- These recommendations were made by the
BQCMB on 16 January 2007 to the EIRB as part of the Powerpoint presentation
provided to the hearihg. .

The BQCMB recommen?ed th?"a pracautionary approach should be applied to
permitting development acress the Beverly and Ahiak caribou ranges because of the
uncertainty that exists both about the caribou herds and the cumulative effects of
development on caribou. Recommendations called for research on Beverly and Ahiak
caribou, cumulalive effects impact analysis for proposed developments across the
ranges of Beverly and Ahiak caribou, regional land use planning that incorporates the
value of caribou and caribou habitat, and a range-wide system of conservation planning
to safeguard the caribou herds over the long-term.

2} Joint recommendations from the BQCMB and the Government of the Northwest
Territorias (GNWT) Department of Environment and Natural Resources (ENR) —
These are the final recommendations made after the hearing, which incorporated and
addressed changes to Ur-Energy's proposed activities and their scheduling as presented
at the hearing and discussed during question pericds. These recommendations were
provided o the MVEIRB in a letter from the BQCMB on 12 February 2007.
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1]

elated issues that
plication with respect
recommendation was
at the residual impacts
"negligible environmental
F1o evidence was supplied
neclusions concarning
5 not adequate to support the
lative effects, or the

In our joint presentation with the GNWT-ENR, we outlinegcaj
neaded to be addressed, including shortcomings of the |ats
to caribou and cumulative effects. The first joint BQCMB/G
that "MVEIRB should not accept the statement from Ur-Ené
to caribou will be ‘minor’, or that cumulative impacts will has
consequence’. This recommendation was provided beca
3, by Ur-Energy to support the assumptions upon which the
T pact significance are based, and the screening report

i Eusnons made about potent:ai impadtsfiy caribou, l‘!yl

7

licatigh by Ur-Energy indicates to the
(it they received throughout the

BQCMB that the
assessment pro
conclusicns and re d in agreement with the Review Board's
mandate to ensure # gironment of proposed developments receives
careful consMeration andy s¥aboriginal people and the general public are taken
into account”. : : sy

d developed reasoned
datlons ere de

The BQCMB urges t
their suggestions regardi
and regional assessment o
This is clearly the decision
peoples who depand on [
Canadians.

Rtheecommendation of the MVEIRB and implement
ing, consultation with aboriginal users of the area,

= c’cs of mineral exploration on barren-ground caribou.
rren-ground caribou, the well-being of aboriginal
Je th& pper Thelon watershed, and the interests of all

Sincerely, %

%Dcuech < %. %s.. .

CMB Chairperson ,
Attachment

ce. Ms. Gabrielle Mackenzie Scott, Chair, MVEIRB
Chief Adeline Jonasson, Luisel K'e
Honourable Joseph Handley, Premier, Government of the NWT
Honourable Michael MclLeod, Minister of NWT Environment and Natural Resources
Honourable Brendan Bell, Minister of NWT Industry, Tourism and Investment
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