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Giant Mine Environmental Assessment 
Technical Session Undertakings 

UNDERTAKING RESPONSE  
 
 
EA No:  0809-001        Undertaking No:  12 
 
 
Date Received 
 
Transcript: Day 5, pg. 217 
 
 
Undertaking: 
 
The Giant Mine Project Team to provide documents identified in Alternatives North Information Request 
#4, question 4, to Kevin O’Reilly and to post to the registry. 
  
 
Response: 
 
Introduction 
 
Technical sessions to discuss the Giant Mine Remediation Project Developers Assessment Report were 
held in Yellowknife in the week of October 17, 2011.  This memorandum is to answer questions 
regarding Source information used to make the statements quoted in Question 4.4 of Alternatives North 
information request. 
 
Response  
 

Question 4, bullet 1:  page 4-10, a May 1949 study on the effects of arsenic pollution 

The source of this information is the May 1949 monthly operation report to Ventures Ltd. Board of 
Directors. The original May 1949 study report, mentioned on page 4-10 of the Developer’s Assessment 
Report, was not found during the research for the history of the mine in 2002. A photocopy of the 
monthly report was not made, in 2002, as the original document could be located in the archives at the 
Prince of Wales Heritage Centre.  As a result of this undertaking the Giant Mine Remediation Project 
Team has requested a copy however has not been able to acquire a copy of the May 1949 monthly 
operation report by November 14, 2011.  A copy of the monthly report will be filed with the Mackenzie 
Valley Environmental Impact Review Board upon receipt.   

 

Question 4, bullet 2:  page 4-11, according to the records, surface disposal of arsenic trioxide dust 
occurred in July 1949 and February 1950, but the disposal location is not recorded in the any of the 
documents reviewed 
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The source of this information is the July 1949 and February 1950 monthly operation report to Ventures 
Ltd. Board of Directors. Photocopies were not made as the original documents could be located in the 
archives at the Prince of Wales Heritage Centre. During the course of writing the site history in May 
2002, subsequent searches for other documents and maps that may indicate where these surface 
disposals occurred but could not be located. The location of these disposals was not mentioned in the 
monthly reports. 
 

As a result of this undertaking the Giant Mine Remediation Project Team has requested a copy however 
has not been able to acquire copies of the July 1949 and February 1950 monthly operation reports by 
November 14, 2011.  Copies of the monthly reports will be filed with the Mackenzie Valley 
Environmental Impact Review Board upon receipt.   

 

Question 4, bullet 3:  page 4-11, the sand plain option was abandoned due to a high water table, and the 
Department of National Health and Welfare (the responsible regulatory authority) would not consider 
the Veronica Lake option until more information was available. 

 

The source of this information is the February 24, 1951 letter to G.E.B. Sinclair of the Department of 
Resources and Development already submitted to the Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review 
Board. 

 

Question 4, bullet 4:  page 4-11, in a letter dated July 21, 1950, the Department of National Health and 
Welfare stated that is regarded the use of concrete vats on surface as the safest method of storage. 

 

The original letter from July 21, 1950, mentioned on page 4-11 of the Developer’s Assessment Report, 
was not was copied during the research for the history of the mine in 2002.  

 

As a result of this undertaking the Giant Mine Remediation Project Team has requested a copy from the 
Prince of Wales Heritage Centre and reviewed the files stored at site in the Giant Mine administration 
building however as of November 14, 2011 a copy of the letter has not been found.  

 

The Giant Mine Remediation Project Team is continuing to search for the July 21, 1950 letter and 
previously mentioned reports and will these with the Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review 
Board upon receipt.   

 
Alternatives North information request #4 requested “any other relevant document held at the Giant 
Mine site related to understanding how the arsenic pollution and its effects on people and the 
environment were initially identified and managed.”  The attached five documents may be of interest. In 
response to the question of why so few documents, the bulk of information used in constructing the 



 
EA No: 0809-001  November 14, 2011 

  
 

Page 3 of 3 

Giant Mine Environmental Assessment 
Technical Session Undertakings 

Giant Mine history was obtained from the monthly operation reports to Ventures Ltd. Board of 
Directors. 

 
Attachments: 
 
Monthly Report - May 1949 
Monthly Report - July 1949 
Monthly Report - February 1950 
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