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Dear Ms. Merrithew-Mercredi

We are intervenors at the Environmental Assessment of the Giant Mine Remedlatlon Project currently
under way by the Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board (MVEIRB). On January 10,
2009 we submitted a joint proposal to Mr. Martin Gavin of your Contaminarits and Remediation
Directorate for funding to carry out a study of independent oversight bodies and experiences, with letters
of support from the Yellowknives Dene First Nation and the City of Yellowknife (see attachment).

Our proposal is to examine experiences with independent oversight of environmental remediation and
mining-projects in other areas to see what model might be best suited to the Giant Mine Remediation
Project. The need for independent oversight on the Giant Mine Remediation Project has been
heightened by the recent confusion over DIAND’s role as proponent, regulator and inspector. Because of
_this, the work is best conducted by intervenors, and will make an important contribution to the ‘
Environmental Assessment. The relatively small amount of funding requested can begm to build some

measure of public confidence in the Project's future.

Our pr‘oposa! followed a commitment made by Bill Mitchell at the MVEIRB's scoping public hearir}g on the
Giant Mine Remediation Project on July 22, 2008 whereby DIAND would seriously consider funding
proposals related to the Environmental Assessment of the Giant Mine Remediation Project. .

Mr. Mitchell stated:

Mr. Chair, yes, as I indicated previously, I think we'd certainly
eritertain reécdeiving proposals for participant fundlng from specific’
groups that are interested. These would be reviewed on a case- by -
case basis. (Transcript of July 22, 2008 Scaoping Hearing by the Mackenzie Valley .

| Enwronmental Impact Review Board, page 134)
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Every intervention at the public hearing recognized the need for some form of independent oversight of
the Giant Mine Remediation Project and the MVEIRB itself has incorporated this concept into the terms of
reference for the Developer's Assessment Report: -

Describe any plans the developer has to continue public consultation and
involvement during implementation of the project and afterwards, with particular
regard to reporting monitoring resulis and adaptive management and a description
of how public complaints will be addressed and the dispute resolution process.
(Giant Mine Remedlatlon Plan Environmental Assessment Terms of Reference, section
3.2:6.6) ‘

On March 23", 2009, Mayor Van Tighem on behalf of the City of Yellowknife, Todd Slack representing
the Yellowknives Dene First Nation and Kevin O'Reilly met with Mr. Gavin and some of his staif to further
discuss the proposal. Since that time, numerous attempts have been made to contact Mr. Gavin and/or
Teresa Joudrie, Acting Director of Contaminants and Remediation. Emails on May 15, July 3, September
2 and September 24, 2009 enquiring as to the status of the proposal have gone without substantive reply.
We expected that our proposal and communxcatlons should have been dealt with in a more timely and
respectful manner.

Our proposal has now been outstanding for more than nine months. Would you kindly inform us whether
your Department is prepared to fund this work or not? Please direct all correspondence to all three
parties as this is a joint proposal. Thank you and we lock forward to your reply.

Sincerely,
Dk D D)) I
Chi,ef Edward Sangﬁs Cnief Ted T'Setta Mayor Gordon Van Tighem Kevin O'Reilly

Yeilowknives Dene First Nation Yellowknives Dene First Nation City of Yellowknife

cc. Mlnlster Michael Mlltenberger, Government of the Northwest Territories
* Richard Edjericon, Chair, Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board
Yellowknife Members of the Legislative Assembly
Dennis Bevington, MP Western Arctic
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