
         
   
  

 

 

 

 

Programs – Prairie and Northern Region   

344 Edmonton Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba   
R3C 0P6 Your file     Votre référence 

EA1011-001  

 
  Our file     Notre référence 

8200-2011-600186  

November 19, 2012 

 

Mackenzie Valley Environmental Review Board  

200 Scotia Centre 

Box 938, 5102-50th Ave 

Yellowknife, NT X1A 2N7 

 

Attention: Paul Mercredi 

 

RE: Avalon Rare Metals Inc.’s Thor Lake Rare Earth Element Project 

Environmental Assessment under the Mackenzie Valley Enironmental Impact 

Review Board and the section 23 Governor in Council Proclamation of the 

Navigable Waters Protection Act 

 

This letter is to notify the Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board 

(MVEIRB) that Avalon Rare Metals Inc. requires a Navigable Waters Protection Act 

(NWPA) section 23 Governor in Council (GIC) Proclamation of exemption.  The section 

23 is required as a result of the section 22 NWPA prohibition towards the deposition or 

throwing of any material that is liable to sink to the bottom in any water, any part of 

which is navigable or that flows into any navigable water, where there are not at least 20 

fathoms (approximately 36.6 meters) of water depth at all times.  This is applicable to the 

Thor Lake Rare Earth Element Project in the Northwest Territories.   

 

Transport Canada (TC) notified Avalon Rare Metals Inc. in a letter dated October 9, 2012 

(attached) that they would have to obtain a Proclamation of exemption by the GIC under 

section 23 of the NWPA.  Avalon Rare Metals Inc. recently submitted notification and a 

section 23 application to TC for review in a letter dated November 13, 2012.  The 

regulatory process for section 23 will be formally initiated following the completion of 

the ‘Decision Phase’ of the Environmental Assessment.   

 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Chris Aguirre, 

Environmental Assessment Officer at Christopher.aguirre@tc.gc.ca or (204) 984-2615. 

  

Sincerely,  

 

 
Meighan Andrews 

Superintendent, EA North 

Transport Canada  

Transport Transports 

Canada Canada  

mailto:Christopher.aguirre@tc.gc.ca
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cc: TC: NWPP, AbC, AHEB 

Avalon Rare Metals Inc. 
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