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Ms. JoAnne Deneron

Chairperson

Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board
PO Box 938

YELLOWKNIFE NT X1A 2N7

Via facsimile: 867-766-7074

Dear Ms. Deneron:

This is further to my letter of September 9, 2015, regarding your September 3, 2015,
request for a progress report on environmental assessment measures for barren ground
caribou on operating mines in the Northwest Territories.

On April 1, 2014, the Northwest Territories Devolution Agreement came into effect
which transferred the jurisdiction and decision-making authority over most lands and
resources from the Government of Canada to the Government of the Northwest
Territories. On further review, we have confirmed that any relevant records and
expertise that Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada may have
possessed prior to April 1, 2014, have been transferred to the Government of the
Northwest Territories as required by the Agreement. We are therefore not in a position
to provide any additional information beyond what is now in the possession of the
Government of the Northwest Territories.

The Government of the Northwest Territories has the mandate and possesses the
expertise for managing barren ground caribou herds; therefore, they are the most
appropriate party to respond to your request.
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With respect to the assessment of the effectiveness of mitigation measures, the Board
may wish to consult with the environmental monitoring agencies in the Northwest
Territories given their ongoing role in monitoring the implementation of mitigation
measures related to diamond mines.

Yours sincerely,

Colleen Swords

c.c.. Mr. Ernie Campbell
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