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March 1,2007 File: MV2003F0028

Mr. Bob Bailey, Deputy Minister
Government of the Northwest Territories
Department of Environment and Natural Resources
P.O. BOX 1320
YELLOWKNIFE NT X1A 2L9

Dear Mr. Bailey:

Land Use Permit MV200SFOO2S
Winter Road, Prairie Creek Mine to Liard Hiqhway

Fax: 867 873-0638

The Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board MVLWB met on February 28, 2007 to consider the
Canadian Zinc Land Use Permit Apicabon for the winter road. During the review of the information
on the public record the Board noted that many concerns about wildlife have been expressed by
reviewers in relation to this project. There has also been recent correspondence, notably the Indian
and Northern Affairs report of consultation dated February 14, 2007 and a letter from Canadian Zinc
dated February 22, 2007 that stress the importance of wildlife issues regarding this development.
These documents are available on our website and have been forwarded to your staff.

The Board requests that the GNWT provide information on how these concerns regarding wildlife will
be dealt with and has the following questions:

* Could a no-hunting’ corridor be established for the winter road? If so, what would be the
process and timeframe to establish such a corridor?

* What other strategies could the GNWT employ to mitigate potential impacts to wildlife along
the winter road?

* Does the GNWT have any specific recommendations regarding protection of wildlife habitat
that could be relevant in sethng Land Use Permit Conditions?

The MVLWB has a Board meeting scheduled for Marth 15, 2007 and is hoping to re-consider this
application at that time. If possible, please provide the requested informaton prior to the meeting or
contact MVLWB staff if additional time is required.

If you have any questions please contact Peter Lennie-Misgeld, Senior Regulatory Officer at 669-
0506 or email teteremUwb.corn.

Yours sincel

Willard Hagen
Interim Chair

Copied to: Distribution List - Attached
Alan Taylor, Canadian Zinc
Julie Jackson, NAG

end ‘



Janna Ward

From: Loretta Ransom [Loretta_Ransomgov.nt.ca]
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2007 2:30 PM
To: hagennorthwesteI. nt
Cc: dan@canadianzinc.com; Jason McNeiII; Reggie Cockney; peter@mvlwb.com
Subject: Land Use Permit MV2003F0028

00C005,PDF 228
KB

Dear Mr. Hagen,

Piease find attached the GNWT ENR response to your letter dated March 1, 2007 regarding
the Canadian Zinc Land Use Permit MV2003F0028 Prairie Creek Mine to Liard Highway Winter
Road

Please contact me by email or phone with any guestions or concerns.

Sincereiy,

Loretta Ransom
Environmental Assessment Analyst
Environmental Assessment and Monitoring
Environment and Natural Resources, GbWT
Phone#: 867 873-7123
Email: loretta ransom@gov.nt.ca
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Mr. Williard Hagen
Interim Chair
Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board
P0 BOX 2130
YELLOWKNIFE NT X1A 2P6

Dear Mr. Hagen:

Land Use Permit MV2003F0028
Winter Road, Prairie Creek Mine to Liard Highway

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources ENR has reviewed your
letter dated March 1, 2007, regarding questions on:

1 Could a "no-hunting" corridor be established for the winter road? If so, what
would be the process and timeframe to establish such a corridor?

2 What other strategies could the Government of the Northwest Territories
GNWT employ to mitigate potential impacts to wildlife along the winter road?

3 Does the GNWT have any specific recommendations regarding protection of
wildlife habitat that could be relevant in setting Land Use Permit conditions?

ENR understands that Canadian Zinc Corporation CZN is reopening a previously
permitted and used winter road corridor that underwent an environmental
assessment in the early 1980s. After only two years of use, the road was closed but
remains today, after 25 years, visible on the landscape predominantly covered with
early successional species. Construction, use and restoration of the winter road will
occur from December to March for the period of the license. A 37 kilometre segment
of all-weather road will also be upgraded for use, predominantly in conjunction with
the winter road season but possibly for other project related activities year-round,
with rehabilitation occurring August to September.

Question I

The GNWT has the ability to limit hunting along roads for two separate reasons. The
first reason would arise from concerns over public safety. For example the no hunting
corridor along the lngraham Trail, which is established by GNWT’s Department of
Municipal and Community Affairs under the Area Development Act As there is no
human habitation along the proposed winter road, human safety is not believed to be
the primary concern in this case.
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The second reason is for wildlife management through section 182 of the Northwest
Territories Wildlife Act, which provides for the designation of a portion of one or more
wildlife management units as f a special management area. As such the GNWT
through the Wildlife Act does have the legal authority to restrict hunting along roads
for the purpose of wildlife management.

Special management areas are designated by regulation under the Widlife AcL The
creation of regulations for the Wildlife Act is a complex process and ENR would only
begin this process, if a wildlife management concern was clearly identified. This
concern could either come from technical staff within ENR or as a request from local
communities. Due to the Interim Measures Agreement the process would require
extensive consultation with the Dehcho First Nation and local communities.

Consultation on new regulations would require a minimum of three to four months,
and possibly longer depending on the outcome of the discussions. The timeframe for
writing the new regulations would be an additional three to four months. Thus the
entire process would take six months to several years. It needs to be noted that
depending on the issues raised in consultation the recommendation at the end of the
consultation process could be to not create a special management zone.

Question 2 and 3

The winter road corridor is known to traverse habitats utilized by a number of wildlife
species including caribou, moose, grizzly bear, black bear, wolverine, bison and
DalI’s sheep. The corridor also encompasses the transition from boreal woodland
caribou habitat to mountain caribou habitat.

Wood bison, boreal and mountain caribou are listed under the federal Species at
Risk Act whereas grizzly bear and wolverine are species listed by Commiftee On the
Status Of Endangered Species In Canada, as requiring special management
attention due to their vulnerability to disturbance and sensitivity to landscape change.

Roads, both all-weather and winter, have the potential to affect wildlife and wildlife
habitat in the following ways:

* Direct mortality through vehicle collisions;
* Increased hunting pressure through facilitated access into the project area;
* Reduced habitat use in the zone of influence around the road because of

vehicular traffic;
* Habitat fragmentation from the creation a linear corridor through previously

contiguous habitat.
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CZN, for the most part, recognizes these potential impacts and provides a number of
mitigation strategies to address and reduce them to acceptable levels. These
include:

* Implementing a Controlled Road Use Plan including appropriate speed limits
and coordination of vehicle traffic on the road;

* Controlling access to the road although it was not clear to whom access
would be denied;

* Maintaining a record of all wildlife sightings On the road.

Along with the proposed "No Hunting Zone" addressed in question 1, these
mitigations are a first step towards addressing the potential impacts to wildlife and
wildlife habitat concerns that often result from road corridors. ENR would suggest
that these measures be augmented in the ways outlined below to ensure that they
are adequate for alt wildlife species but also species at risk in particular and that
these be developed in conjunction with our Dehcho Regional Biologist:

* CZN should include in their Controlled Road Use Plan:
o A mechanism for truck and other vehicle operators to report to each

other wildlife sightings so that vehicle speed can be sufficiently reduced
and proper attention given to passing wildlife;

o A protocol for operators to follow when wildlife is encountered that
emphasizes that wildlife have the right-of-way and should be allowed
free passage with minimal disturbance;

o Management of the volume of traffic by considering the pulsing of traffic
i.e. having convoys rather than a continuous disturbance from a
stream of traffic.

* Along with a record of all wildlife sightings along the road, observations should
be noted on wildlife response to the traffic and Global Positioning System
location should be included where possible.

* As upgrading of the all-weather road will occur in late summer/early fall,
disturbance of wildlife, mountain caribou and Dall1s sheep are perhaps of most
concern. A reconnaissance of the area should be undertaken prior to activities
commencing. In the event that animals move into the area, activities should
stop temporarily to allow free passage and minimal disturbance of wildlife.

Lastly, ENR strongly urges CZN to commence baseline wildlife studies along the
road corridor and other project areas to support future development activities at this
site. This type of work would greatly enhance the understanding of wildlife activities
in the area and how it has changed from when initial studies were undertaken in the
early 1 980s.
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Should you have any questions regarding the above, please contact Mr. Jason
McNeitl at 920-8071.

Sincerely,

:iY
1/

ftp: Bailey
Deputy Minister
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