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E-mail:david@canadianzinc.com,  Website:  www.canadianzinc.com 

 
 
November 29, 2016 
 
Clarissa Richardson 
Assistant Negotiator 
Indigenous and Northern Affairs 
Treaties & Aboriginal Government,  
Land Negotiation Office 
P.O. Box 1500 
Yellowknife, NT 
 X1A 2R3 
 
Re:  Prairie Creek Mine Access Road Land Tenure  
 
Dear Ms Richardson, 
 
Canadian Zinc Corporation (CZN) holds permits for a winter access road from the Liard 
Highway to the Prairie Creek Mine. CZN has applied for permits for an all season road, 
generally following the same alignment. The all season road is currently in environmental 
assessment (EA1415-01) managed by the Mackenzie Valley Review Board. 
 
At the request of the Nahanni Butte Dene Band (NBDB), we recently provided you with a 
shapefile of the currently proposed all season road alignment. The attached figures from Allnorth 
show the alignment. The NBDB informed us by email that they have proposed that the road 
corridor be ‘designated’ by adding it to those lands provisionally withdrawn from development 
pending settlement of land claims (the Dehcho Process). The purpose of this letter is to ensure 
you and others are aware of the land use objectives and the land tenure situation with respect to 
the road. 
 
Land Use Objectives 
 
CZN’s objective is to obtain road access between the Prairie Creek Mine and the Liard Highway 
to enable mineral concentrates to be transported to market year round, and operating supplies to 
be brought in. The NBDB’s objectives are to benefit from this and other complementary road 
uses, and simultaneously gain better access to their traditional lands. 
 
The NBDB and CZN have agreed to co-manage the road development, and to develop and 
operate the road with due care for the land, water, wildlife and culture. The NBDB and CZN also 
both desire an ability to control access to the road, for safety reasons and due to concerns 
regarding hunters from out-of-region. It is also the NBDB’s intention to operate a youth/wellness 
centre at Grainger Gap, approximately 40 km along the proposed road north of the Liard River 
crossing. 
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Land Tenure 
 
A map provided by the GNWT is attached which shows the proposed road and the lands 
currently withdrawn as part of the Dehcho Process (note that the road alignment shown has been 
revised, the section between Grainger Gap and the Silent Hills was modified). This map also 
shows ‘IAB Lands’ on the southern bank of the Liard River which the access road will traverse. 
In fact, at the request of the NBDB, CZN altered the road alignment so that it crosses the IAB 
Lands more centrally. The IAB Lands were the subject of previous discussions between CZN, 
the NBDB and INAC. INAC subsequently provided a letter (attached) dated June 10, 2016 to 
confirm the matters discussed. As is set out in that letter, CZN intends to apply to INAC for a 
‘permission to occupy’ (PTO) in order to cross the lands, and would require a supporting Band 
Council resolution (BCR) from the NBDB. No land ‘disposal’ would occur. Once the road is 
built, the NBDB would have the ability to gate the road where it crosses the IAB Lands and 
control access in terms of users other than CZN (this control would not be possible on territorial 
land because the road would be considered public). 
 
CZN will also be applying to the GNWT for a ‘licence to occupy’ (LOO) for the remainder of 
the road on territorial land.  We note that portions of the access road cross lands provisionally 
withdrawn from surface development as part of the Dehcho Process, however, it is our 
understanding that the road would not be in conflict with the withdrawal because, again, no land 
disposal would occur in connection with road permits and the LOO. 
 
CZN received a letter from GNWT dated September 22, 2016 (attached) regarding land tenure 
requirements for certain facilities associated with the proposed road. The letter indicates that 
CZN will be required to obtain leases for the Liard River crossing water lots below the high 
water mark, as well as permanent camps and laydown areas. CZN has reviewed the locations of 
these since they could be in conflict with the surface land withdrawn because leases would mean 
land disposal, which would not be allowed. The water lots do not pose an issue because the 
withdrawn lands do not include the Liard River below the high water mark. CZN has proposed a 
laydown area on the south side of the river crossing (see attached figure), but this in on the IAB 
Lands and is not territorial land.  
 
On the north side of the river crossing, CZN has proposed a camp (temporary) and a laydown 
area. However, the area north of this crossing is not covered by the currently withdrawn surface 
lands. In a recent meeting with the GNWT, we were informed that the north laydown area could 
be extended south to include the north barge landing to form one contiguous lease with the north 
water lot. This would be an added benefit in terms of access control since public access could 
also be legally restricted on this portion of the road. This would address the potential for out-of-
region hunters gaining access to the road via the Liard River. 
 
CZN is also proposing a permanent camp immediately west of Grainger Gap (see attached 
figure). This location is also not covered by the currently withdrawn surface lands. 
 
Therefore, currently there is no conflict between CZN’s proposed developments and the 
withdrawn surface lands. If changes to the withdrawn surface lands are considered prior to 
completion of the Dehcho Process, care will be needed to continue to exclude the north laydown 
area and that portion of the road connecting the laydown area to the north water lot, as well as 
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the camp west of Grainger Gap. This is necessary in order that there not be future conflict 
regarding the required leases for these areas. 
 
When the Dehcho Process is completed, it is important that the NBDB retains the right to control 
access on the road, and CZN retains the right of access to the Mine. In fact, as part of final land 
claims settlement, it would be preferable to include the portion of the road from the Nahanni 
access road to the Nahanni National Park Reserve (NNPR) within the ‘designated land’ package 
so that the road can legally be considered private up to the NNPR boundary, and only for use by 
CZN, the NBDB and other authorized groups. Assuming this is possible, the north laydown area 
and that portion of the road connecting it to the north water lot, as well as the camp west of 
Grainger Gap, again need to be excluded in order to avoid conflict with leases. 
 
For your information, NBDB leadership reviewed and approved this letter prior to completion. 
 
We appreciate your consideration of the above.  If you have any questions, please contact us at 
604 688 2001. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
CANADIAN ZINC CORPORATION 
 

 
David P. Harpley, P. Geo. 
VP, Environment and Permitting Affairs 
 
cc. Chief Peter Marcellais, NBDB 
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