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Our File:   4780 026
Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board

P.O. Box 938,

Yellowknife, NT  X1A 2N7 



Attention:  Martin Haefele




By email: mhaefele@mveirb.nt.ca
Re:
DeBeers Gahcho Kue Diamond Project – Draft Terms of Reference and Work Plan 

Environment Canada staff have reviewed the draft Terms of Reference and Work Plan, and provide the following comments for your consideration.
Terms of Reference (ToR)

Section 3.1.2
The last sentence should be moved to the end of the first paragraph; as currently read, it appears to apply only to the discussion of alternatives.

Work Plan

EC is pleased that the Board has included a Gap Analysis step in the Analytical Phase of the EIR, and anticipates that this will allow for constructive discussion and resolution of issues.  We suggest that this be scheduled by topic section, and located in Yellowknife.

We note that the anticipated time frame is estimated at 30 months in total, and question whether this can be shortened?
Section 4.4.  
EC suggests that the ToR include a requirement for the proponent to consider the "Mine Site Reclamation Policy for the NWT" (DIAND, 2002) & "Mine Site Reclamation Guidelines for the NWT" (DIAND, January 2006).
Section 5.7
Reference could be included to the document "Incorporating climate change considerations in Environmental Assessment: General guidance for practitioners" prepared by The Federal-Provincial-Territorial Committee on Climate Change and Environmental Assessment (Nov 2003).  Copies of his guidance document can be obtained at http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/012/newguidance_e.htm
Section 8
Text references to tables should be re-numbered.

Section 9

In association with the commitments table listing all the mitigation measures the developer commits to employ, it would be useful to have a column which suggests where these measures fit in the regulatory regime.  For example, water mitigation would be under the water licence; fuel storage, under the land lease; wildlife and air could be under an environmental agreement.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at (867) 669-4700 with any questions or comments regarding the foregoing.

Yours truly,

Anne Wilson

Water Pollution Specialist

Environmental Protection Operations

cc:
Carey Ogilvie (Head, Environmental Assessment - North, EPOD)


Savanna Levenson (EA Specialist, EPOD)


Bob Kochtubajda (Climate Processes Project Leader, MSC)


Lisa Lowman (Environmental Analyst, EA North, EPOD)


Dave Fox (Air Issues Specialist, MSC)

Myra Robertson (EA Coordinator, CWS)

Jesse Jasper (EA Coordinator, MSC)

Glenn Groskopf (Mining Project Officer, EPOD)

Wade Romanko (Env. Emergency and Assessment Officer, EPOD)

Dave Tilden (Hazardous Materials Specialist, EPOD) 
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