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January 9, 2003 e Neth i
Mr. Alan Ehrlich

Cnyironmental Assessment Officer YEL-N 7392-7-A2-15
Mackenzie Vallcy Envivonmental Impact Review Board

P.O. Box 938

Yeliowknife, NT X1A 2N7

Re: Western Geco Draft Terms of Reference

Dear Mr. Elirlich,

The Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development (DTAND) has reviewed the drafl
lerms of reference and provides the following comments.

Spill contingency plans should be provided as part of (he environmental assessment
documentation. The developer should also provide a full accounting of its fucl handling and
waste disposal procedures,

In Section 3: Scope of the Assessment, details regarding the decommissioning of the opcration
should be included (c.g. barges taken back to Hay River, efc.).

Under section 4.7, the developer should also provide the datcs and participants of each
consultation mecting.

[t is not clear why the Benefils Plan along with the schedule for its completion is being requested
in the draft terms of reference. The benefits plan is not a contractual document and is not
intended to requirc that mitigation and follow-up monitoring be implemented. Tt is morc
appropriate lo focus on the actual Geological Opcration Authorization that may be granted by the
National Energy Board should the proposal be allowed to procoed, It is our understanding that it
is this logal instrument that can dictale mitigation measures and follow-u p requirements.

Should you have any questions, plcase contact me at (867) 669-2591,
Sincerely,

Noune Ploio

Elaine Blais
Envirommental Scientist
Environment & Conscrvation
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