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Please see following letter and attachment.

Sincerely,

Lawra Van Ham, M.E.Des.

Environmental Specialist

444 Beventh Avenus SW

Calgary, Alberta TZP 0X8
Telephone/Téléphone : (4038) 292-4800
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Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board
200 Scotia Centre, 5120-50th Avenue

Yellowknife, Northwest Territories

X1A 2N7

Facsimile (867) 9204761

WesternGeco Application Pursuant to 5(1)(b) of the Canada Oil and Gas Operations Act fox
Authorization to Conduct the Mackenzie River 2D Seismic Program 2002
Preliminary Screening Notification and Request for Review and Comment

The National Energy Board (NEB) received a WesternGeco application on 23April 2002 for an
authorization pursuant to paragraph 5(1)(b) of the Canada Oil and Gas Operations Act (COGOA) to
conduct a 2D, 1,800 linear km river seismic acquisition program (the Program). The Program is proposed
for the Mackenzie River from south of the Inuvialuit Settlement Region / Gwich’in Settlement Area
border to Fort Simpson and for the Liard River from its confluence with the Mackenzie River to the
Northwest Territories / British Columbia border. The Program is planned for June to Angust of 2002.
The attached map is an index of Program location maps prepared for the Environmental Impact
Assessment submitted by WesternGeco in support of its application. Please review the following and
provide your cornments to Terry Baker, Chief Consexvation Officer, NEB by 23 May 2002. Should
you require a copy of the Environmental Impact Assessment report, please contact WesternGeco directly
(Bob White at Tel: 867-678-2555 or Marty Swager at Tel: 403-509-4440).

Notification

The NEB has initiated a preliminary screening of the proposed development pursuant to section 124 of
the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act (MVRMA) and Schedule 1, Part 1 of the MVRMA
Preliminary Screening Requirements Regulations. A Geophysical Operation Authorization would be
required to carry out the Project. No other approvals or authorizations have been identified for this
Program to date.

Scope of the Proposed Development foxr Preliminary Screening

The NEB considers the principal undertaking to be the proposed geophysical operations related to seismic
data acquisition on the Mackenzie River.

444 Seventh Avenue SW
Calgary, Alberta T2F 0X8
ga, Telephone/Téléphone : (408) 202-4800
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WesternGeco Mackenzie River 2D Seismic Program 2002 2 May 2002
Preliminary Screening Notification — Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act

The NEB notes that for the Program to proceed to completion, the following activities would need to be
undertaken:

» river (ship-based) seismic program with operations on land limited to existing docking facilities;

» use of a recorder/source vessel (pushing a barge and towing an ajrgun array and a streamer cable from

the stern) and a second source vessel (pushing a barge and towing an aixgun amray from the stern)

located approxirmately 1 to 2 km ahead of the recorder/source vessel during operations;

use of scout boats ahead and behind the source/recorder and source vessels;

use of two 1,500 in® airgun (sleevegun) arrays as follows,

e one array would be towed behind the recorder/source vessel and one behind the second source
vessel;

« each amray is composed of two 750 in® subarrays that operate at an air pressure of 2,000 PSI;

e ecach subarray is comprised of two, two-gun clusters and four single guns (6 guns per subarray);
the two subarrays would be mounted with a 12 m separation between them;
the airgun arrays would be towed approximately 2.5 m below the water surface, depending on
water depth;

> firing of the airgun arrays at distance intervals of 15 to 25 m alternating from. the recorder/source
vessel to the second source vessel, or approximately every 9 seconds while in operation;

> towing of one solid (foam filled) streamer approximately 100 m behind the recorder/source vessel and
at a depth of approximately 2.5 m to record seismic data; streamer would be 600 m to 2 kmn in length;
hydrophones would be located within the streamer;

> waste management including,
e food waste maceration and discharge and handling of sewage and grey water as per regulations

for other NTCL vessels; and ’

» storage of other domestic waste aboard the vessels and discharge at NT'CL facilities;

> fuel storage and supply including,
s use of an NTCL fuel barge; and
« refueling in reasonable weather conditions in compliance with Transport Canada Arctic Waters

Oil Transfer Guidelines.

A\ 4

Request for Review and Comment

The NEB requests that you review the information contained in this letter and provide your comments to
Terry Baker, Chief Conservation Officer, NEB by 23 May 2002. Should you require a copy of the
Environmental Impact Assessment report, please contact WesternGeco directly (Bob White at Tel: 867-
678-2555 or Marty Swager at Tel: 403-509-4440), We ask that you provide WesternGeco with a copy of
any response in respect of the above requests.

If you have any questions regarding the above, please contact Laura Van Ham, Environmental Specialist
at Tel: (403) 299-2769, Fax: (403) 292-5876, or email: lvanham@neb-one.ge.ca. Thank you.

Yours truly,

T.M. Baker
Chief Conservation Officer

lavh/Attachments
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WesternGeco Mackenzie River 2D Seismic Program 2002 2 May 2002
Preliminary Screening Notification — Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act

Distribution List
(Please contact Lavra Van Ham at 403-299-2769
with additions or corrections to the distribution list)

Distribution in Alphabetical Order Facsimile No.

Acom, Joe - Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board (867) 920-4761
Andrew, Frank - Chief ~ Tulita Band Council (867) 588-3613
Andrew, Fred It. - President - Fort Norman Renewable Resource Courncil (867) 588-3726
Andrews, Tom - Prince of Wales Northem Heritage Centre (867) 873-0205
Blyth, Charles - Parks Canada (867) 695-2446
Boniface, Roger - President - Fort Good Hope Renewable Resource Council (867) 598-2409
Cli, Rita - Liidlii Kue First Nation (867) 695-2665
Cockney, Rudy - Indian and Northern Affairs Canada, North Mackenzie District (867) 777-2090
Cook, Greg ~ Indian and Northemn Affairs, Water Resources (867)669-2716
Cott, Pete - Fisheries and Oceans Canada (867) 777-7501
Diebold, Kevin - Mayor - Norman Wells Town Council (867) 587-2678
Ehdiitat Gwich’in Council / Renewable Resource Council (867) 978-2937
Erutse, Edwin - President - Sahtu Secretariat Inc. (867) 5894908
Grewal, Surinder - Health Canada (780) 495-2743
Gwich’in Development Corporation (867) 7774538
Gwich’in Land and Water Board / Gwich’in Land Use Planning Board (867) 777-2616
Gwich'in Renewable Resource Board (867) 777-4260

Gwichya Gwich’in Couneil

(867) 953-3002

Gwichya Gwich'in Renewable Resource Council

(867) 953-~3809

Haunmna, Bruce - Fisheries and Oceans Canada (867) 6694940
Hodgson, Dave - President - Nomman Wells Renewable Resource Council (867) 587-2545
Homby, Ed - Indian and Northern Affairs Canada, South Mackenzie District (867) 669-2720

Kelly, Robert - President - K'asho Got’ine District Land Corporation / Yamoga Land
Corporation

(867) 598-2437

Konisenta, Leon - Nahanni Butte Dene Band

(867) 602-2910

Kotchea, Judy - Acho Dene Koe

(867) 7704144

Lanairande, Iannick - Natural Resources Canada

(613) 995-5719

Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board

(867) 873-6610

Mahnic, Bob - Indian and Northern Affairs Canada, Petroleumn Development and (867) 669-2705
Benefits

McKee, John Hamlet of Fort Liard (867) 770-4004
McLeod. Emie - Fort Liard Metis Development Corporation (867) 770-3266

McMaullen, Jane - Government of Northwest Temitories

(867) 873-0114

McNeely, Winston -~ President - Fort Good Hope Metis Local #54 Land Corporation

(867) 598-2160

Nadlii, Michae] / Bagtlet, John - Deh Cho First Nation

(867) 695-2038

Nihtat Gwich’in Coungcil / Renewable Resource Council

(867) 777-3090

Nortis, Clark / Soloway, Doug - Transport Canada

(780) 495-6472

Norwegian, Rocky - President - Fort Norman Metis Local # 60 Land Corporation

(867) 588-3806

Pacholek, Paula - Environment Canada

(867) 873-8185

Paci, Chris - Dene First Nation

(BG7) 920-2254

Reindeer, Louise - SAO - Tulita Hamlet Office

(867) 588-4908
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WesternGeco Mackenzie River 2D Seismic Program 2002 2 May 2002
Preliminary Screening Notification — Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act

Distribution List — Continued

Distribution in Alphabetical Order Facsimile No.
Sahtu Land and Water Board (867) 598-2325
Sahtu Land Use Planning Board (867) 598-2545
Snortland, Jody - Execntive Director - Sahtu Renewable Resource Board (867) 588-3324
T’Seleie, Frank Sr.- Chief - K'asho Got’ine Charter Comnumity Council (867) 598-2024
Taniton, Raymond - President - Deline Renewable Resources Council (867) 589-4106
Tetlit Gwich’in Council / Renewable Resource Council (867) 952-2212
Tourangeau, Larry - President - Ernie McDonald Land Corporation (867) 587-2543
Tutcho, John - President ~ Deline Land Corporation / Deline District Land (867) 589-3826
Corporation

Tutcho, Raymond - Chief - Deline Dene Band Council (867) 589-4208
Yakelaya, Gordon - President - Tulita Land Corporation / Tulita District Land (867) 588-4025
Corporation

WesternGeco

Bob White - or Marty Swagar

302, 125 Mackenzie Road Suite 2300, 645 — 7™ Avenue SW
Box 2313 Calgary, Alberta T2P 4G8

Tnuvik, Northwest Territories XO0E 0TQ Telephone (403) 509-4440

Telephone (867) 678-2555 Facsimile (403) 5094217

Facsiroile (867) 678-2556
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