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RE: Referral to Environmental Assessment of North American General Resources

Dear Mr. Bﬁrlinga’_xhe: |

I have received and consiclered your letter dated May 26, 2003 and am requeslﬁng'thzit you
maintain the Yellowknives Dene First Nation (YKDFN) on your fax and email distributiorn
lists as a directly affected patty in th1s enwronmental assessment proceedmg

The YKDFN emphas1zes to the Review Board that the Drybones Bay anid Wool Bay areas
of inestimable value to the Akaitcho First Nations. Therefore, the YKDFN will be. askmg
that the Department Indian-and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC) exercise the precaunonary
-principle tespectmg its fiduciary obligations as the'very act of having the YKDFN' ®
community in a position of havmg to justify the spiritual and cultural significance of 1ts
spmtual and cultural places is an mfrmgernent of Abongmal nghts 0, Sl .
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~ The YKDFN accepts wzz‘bouz‘ pre ]udzce that the Rev1eW Board has the legal authonty under
" Part V of the MI/RMA to establish the Scope of the Development In determining the .

Scope of the Assessment; however, the Review Board is obhgated to cons1der comments ‘
from the pubhc - :

The YKDFN notes howevet that MVRL/[A ss.117 2 (e) burdens the Respons1ble M1msters
- with an authority and responsibility equal to that of the Review Board in determining the -
Scope of the Assessment. The YKDFN believe this obligates the Government of Canada to
communicate and; consult with the YKIDFN regarding appropriate scope of assessment
factors. The YKDFN is plannmg a meetmg/workshop with the Responsible Ministers to
facd1tate theu: - scope of the assessment efforts as soon as reasonably poss1b1e y



The YKDFEN also offers to prepare a professional EIS suitable for the consideration of the
Board, the Responsible Ministers and the Federal Minister conditional upon the company
accepting the offer.

Sincerely,

Chief Richard Edjerigon €t Ditrell Beaulieu
Dettah e Ndilo

c.c.  Yellowknives Dene First Nation Legal Counsel, Edmonton, Alberta
Review Board Members, Mackenzie Valley Impact Review Board:
Charlie Snowshoe, Frank Pope, Danny Bayha, John Stevenson, Gordon Wray
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