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INTRODUCTION

Over a number of years the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of

specified ctiteria as the bases for assessing the national historic
significance of places, people or events. The Board has, however,
recognized that its conventional criteria, structure and framework for
evaluation do not adequately respond to the values inherent in the
history of Aboriginal people. Ultimately the question is:

Can the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada develop
a commemorative approach te Aboriginal history in Canada in
ways that are meaningful to Aboriginal people while at the same
time upholding the rigour of its own evaiuative process?

Since 1990 the Board has explored various approaches to this
challenge. This present web presentation offers the approach of
‘cultural landscape' as one possible response. It does not presume io
speak for Aboriginal peoples. The original background paper, upon
which this presentation is based, was commissioned for and
framework that could encompass the traditional values of Aboriginal
peoples, including spiritual views of the natural world and associative
values in the land, while still being understandable to Board members
whose wotld views are typically based in Western historical
scholarship.

To accomplish this the author, historian Susan Buggey, approached
the field from a policy and social science perspective. She presented
an understanding of Aboriginal world views and notions of place
gleaned from her own extensive readings, and from consultation with
knowledgeable colleagues. She then situated these views in relation
to the field of cultural landscapes and to national historic site

designations related to the history of Aboriginal people. She offered a
working definition of "Aboriginal cultural landscape" and proposed
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It is now time to enlarge participation in this dialogue. The current
presentation includes the essential content of the original background
paper tailored to a web format and invites your comments.

Last Updated: 2007-01-05 Important Notices

To the top

hitp://www.pc.gc.ca/docs/t/pea-acl/index_E.asp S73/2007



Parks Canada - An Approach to Aboriginal Cultural Landscapes

s

g 843
Canadd
Home
onieh

Entoy & hoyword

B

ntyoriuciion
Aboriginal World
Yiews
Aboriginal versus
Western World
YViews
Traditional
Knowledge
Cosmological
Relationship to
Place
Spirit Beings and
Places of Power
MNarratives and
Place Nameas
Social and
Economic Life on
the Land
Aboriginal
Relationship to
the Environment
Sutilugal
Landsoapes
Mational rhistoric
Site Designesiions
Hatbeial|

Parks Cangtla

Ity A saavarins v v o Fel e Pefymmem mod fomee T A ol

Farcs
Canada

Parts
Canada

{anadla

PP L0t AL FRorigs Shorgid lieavido i

About the Parks National Parks Cultural

National iational Marine
Canada Agency of Canada Historic Sites of Conservation Heritage
Canada éreas(j of Matural
anada Heritage

n Approach to Aboriginal Cultural
Landscapes

ABORIGINAL WORLD VIEWS

ls the Aboriginal view of the world fundamentally different from
that of Western tradition?

Indigenous peoples in many parts of the world regard landscape in
ways common to their own experience, and different from the Western
perspective of land and landscape. The relationship beiween people
and place is conceived fundamentally in spiritual terms, rather than
primarily in materiai terms.

Many Aboriginal peoples consider all the earth to be sacred and
regard themselves as an iniegral part of this holistic and living
landscape. They belong to the land and are at one in it with animals,
plants, and ancestors whose spirits inhabit it.

For many, places in their
landscape are also
sacred, as places of
power, of journeys
related to spirit beings, of
entities that must be
appeased. Aboriginal
cosmologies relate earth
and sky, the elements,
ihe directions, the
seasons, and mythic
fransformers 1o lands '
that they have occupied aifusf::m: ﬁlwsé fismg;*zg‘jzgz? Naii‘mi\ai

Since ancienttimes. Ly o Toicp Site, Hova Seotis
Guided by these

cosmological

relationships, many have creation stories related to their homelands,
and they date their presence in these places to times when spirit
beings traversed the world, transformed themselves at will between
human and animal form, created their ancestors, and contoured the
landscape. Laws and gifts from these spirit beings and culiure heroes
shaped their cultures and their day to day activities.

taas

Aboriginal peoples' intimate knowledge of the natural resources and
ecosystems of their areas, developed through long and sustained
contact, and their respect for the spirits which inhabit these places,
moulded their life on the land.

FeS e Nl Y
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Hatiora! Oifice Traditional knowledge, in the form of narratives, place names, and
25 Eddy Strect

st € b ecological lore, bequeathed through oral tradition from generation to
SR generation, embodies and preserves their relationship to the land.
Landscapes "house” these slories, and protection of these places is
key to the long-term survival of these stories in Aboriginal culture.
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ABORIGINAL WORLD VIEWS

Aboriginal versus Western World Views

Why is it important to recognize the differences between
Aboriginal and Western world views?

Commemoration is based on what is valued. To recognize the values
within Aboriginal cultural landscapes and to commemorate these
places, identification and evaluation have to focus on Aboriginal world
views, rather than on the world views of the non-indigenous cultures
derived from the Western scientific fradition. The orientations of these
two broad cultures differ radically. The Aboriginal worid view is rooted
in identification with the land. Wesiern experience is rooted in
objectification and rationalism.(Johnson and Ruttan, 1992; Stevenson,
1996: 2688-89; Federal Archaeology Office, 1998a)

Aboriginal pecples in Canada, like indigenous peoples worldwide,
approach history not primarily through the Western constructs of
causal relationship, record, and time sequence, but through
cosmology, narrative, and place. Recent examples of the integration of
oral tradition and multi-disciplinary science reflect the sophisticated
research approaches now applied to complex historical issues.

Widespread mapping
projects in the Northwest
Territories, Labrador,
horthern Quebec,
northern Ontario, and
Yukon have documented
traditional harvesting
areas through oral
evidence and piace
identificafion. Individual
hunters, trappers, fishers,
and berry pickers actively
patticipated in identifying
lands that they have
used and species that they have hunted in their lifetimes. The
impressive degree of consistency among independently prepared
maps and the striking extent to which maps from different communities
fitted together have persuaded scholars of their reliability.(Slim and
Thompson, 1995: 52-53)
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?’i‘f?jﬂ@““ Dene oral traditions tell of the dispersal of their ancestors from their
:j}_g”‘-”;-;U‘-)‘,‘,’)_;;‘;M homeland long ago following a volcanic eruption. Subsequently they
Coaats ) became separate linguistic groups. In one recent study, evidences
E1A ORIS developed from archaeology (such as dendro-chronology and

Emai , radiocarbon dating techniques), environmental sciences (especially
HUCTTERO T g S0 geology), and recent linguistic theory have been connected with

traditional narratives of the Mare, Mountain, Chipewyan, Yelowknife
and Slavey peoples to create a cohesive story out of the multiple
clues, The analysis convincingly locates the volcanism both
geographically, in the White River volcano, Alaska, and
chronologically, in A.D.720.(Moodie, Catchpole and Abel, 1992) It thus
supports the validity of both oral tradition and science.

The validity of Aboriginal
oral history has heen an
issue for both
indigenous peoples and
academics, one which
the Dene Cultural
Institute has long been
addressing. Traditional
knowledge poinis to the
gualities for which
Aboriginal peoples value
the land. Scholarly S :
analysis based on the Salimon drying on ract

. RBhver, Tronodi $dapdh §~$?; 1‘?21&}‘?&{}? gf?ﬁru!{inﬁg
methodologies of f: LR HweLl i Harage b,

archaeology, history, & Parks Canada £ T Neuleld

ethnography, and

related disciplines can contribuie to the identification of values, but
does not play the lead role that it has played in cultural resource
management praciice. '
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ABORIGINAL WORLD VIEWS

Traditional Knowledge
What is traditional knowledge?

In 1991 the Northwest Territories Traditional Knowledge Working
Group defined it as "knowledge derived from, or rooted in the
traclitional way of life of aboriginal people. Traditional knowledge is
accumulated knowledge and understanding of the human place in
relation to the universe. This encompasses spiritual relationships,
relationships with the natural envircnment and the use of natural
resources, relationships between people, and is reflected in language,
social organization, values, institutions, and laws."

Two years later the Government of the Northwest Territories,
apparently the first jurisdiction to assign traditional knowledge a formal
role in policy, stated it to be: "[kInowledge and values which have
been acquired through experience, observation from the land or from
spiritual teachings, and handed down from one generation to the
next". It derives from Aboriginal peoples' experience in "living for
centuries in close harmony” with the land. It means knowing “the
natural environment and its resources, the use of natural resources,
and the relationship of peopie to the land and to each other".(cited in
Abele, 1997 jii)

Emphasizing the fundamental role of
relationship to the environment in the
lives of Aboriginal peoples, the Dene
Cuitural Institute has defined
traditional environmental knowledge
as "a body of knowledge and beliefs
transmitted through oral tradition and
first-hand observation. It includes a
system of classification, a set of
empirical observations about the local
environment and a system of self-
management that governs resource
use. Ecological aspects are closely
tied to social and spiritual aspects of
the knowledge system...."{cifed in
Stevenson, 1996: 281).

Page 1 of 2

&0 IOy



Parks Canada - An Approach to Aboriginal Cultural Landscapes Page 2 of 2

Mational Gifige
25 Bdidy Sheot
Gralineat. Ouebe
Canadls

KA GRAS

Email

HHOT A TON R e g O

Unlike the written word, traditional
knowledge is not static, but responds
io change through absorbing new
information and adapting to its
implications.
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Cuanadsd ABORIGINAL WORLD VIEWS

Home Cosmological Relationship to Place
Searel
e What is unigue about the Aboriginal view of land and the human
Zder a keyword: . . .

relationship to i?
The widespread view of all land as sacred derives from beliefs about
cosmic relationships centred on earth and sky, land and water, and

tnireduction perceptions of power and place. The intensity of the relationship to the
Aboriginal World land is based in cosmological and mythological patterns of experience
Views with the land over centuries.
¥ Aboriginal versus
ﬁgi}:m World For the Anishinaubaeg people of the Great Lakes region, for example,
b Traditional the sun, earth, moon, and thunder had kinship reiation_ships as fe}ther,
Knowledge mother, grandmother, and grandfather. The Creator, Kitche Manitou,
b Cosmological brought forth spirit beings who embodied the four directions. Mythic
Relationship to stories of Waubun, the east and morning, and Ningobianong, the west
Place and evening, as well as Zeegum, summer, and Bebon, winter, who all

* SpiritBeingsand  engaged in eternal power contests, are moral tales for directing

Places of Power human behaviour among the Anishinaubaeg.(Johnston, 1976)
¥ Narratives and

N :lacie Names Is i possible to undersiand Aboriginal landscapes without
acial and

Economic Life on  Knowing their particular cosmologies?

the Land
b Aboriginal To understand the landscape requires an understanding of the related
Relationship to cosmologies. For the Beaver people of the subarctic, for example, the

the Environment
LRI HITE
Landa

creation story focussed on Muskrat, the diver who brought a speck of
dirt from the sea bottom to the surface, at a point that represented the
wric coming together of trails from the four directions. Equally, it focussed

anations on Swan, who flew into the sky and brought back the world and the

songs of the seasons. Transformed in vision quest from the boy Swan
to culture hero Saya, who travels across the sky as sun and moon, he
was the first man to follow the trail of animals and thus established the
relationship between hunters and their game.(Ridington, 1990b; 69-
73, 91-93)

Certain places embody
these cosmological
contexts. Ninaistakis
[Chief Mountain] near the
Montana/Alberta border,
the home of Thunderbird,

Wit it v oo can delmvmo fefimem mal fomeml fomaml o o non I IOYTT
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Hational Oifice is sacred among the
sEk e itsiapi (the tree
Conads Blackfoot-speaking

KA 005 peoples) as the traditional
Eraail: _ and continuing focus of
BRI L A their spiritual activity.

(Heeves, 1994: 265-282)

For the Cree, the rock
which was flooded by the
creation of Lake
Diefenbaker in
Saskatchewan was the Ferrionieg

gateway between the @ Magonat Achuves of Canada § Pa 0004 1E20y
earth and the underworld.

lts explosion in conjunction with the lake construction ended forever
their hope that the buffalo, disappeared from the Prairies for nearly a
century, would return from their underground sojourn.(Dr. George
MacDonald, pers.comm)

Anrial view of Great Bear Lakes, Moribmeest
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ABORIGINAL WORLD VIEWS

Spirit Beings and Places of Power

How do traditional narratives about spirit beings and culture
heroes shape Aboriginal views of landscape?

Traditional narratives connect specific places with the journeys of spirit
beings who traversed between the 'Old World', where humans and
animals moved interchangeably between human and animal forms,
and the 'New World', where they no longer move from one form to
another. The tales relate how events in their travels, such as struggles
with others and good deeds, shaped geographical forms and features.
Narratives associated directly to a specific people or shared among
several peoples record the exploits of these spirit beings. Such stories
often focus on the journeys of culture heroes, like Glooscap, the
transformer of the Eastern Woodlands, who is credited with creation of
the Annapolis Valley in Nova Scotia(Carpenter, 1985}, or Yamoria, the
law giver of the Dene in the Northwest Territories(Blondin, 1997).

The stages of the journeys and exploits of Yamoria and his
namesakes through the Mackenzie Basin can be related to specific
features in that landscape.(Andrews, 1990) The narratives vary from
group to group, but their climax occurs at the same geographical point,
Bear Rock on the Mackenzie River. Many Dene regard Bear Rock as
a sacred site, and its symbolic importance is reflected in its selection
as the logo of the Dene Nation, which represenis the relation between
the Dene and their homeland, Deneneh.{Hanks, 1993)

The Gwich'in cycle of
stories of the trickster
Raven records how the
hollows in the landscape
known today at
Tsiigehtchic are his camp
and bed.{Gwich'in Social
and Cultural Institute,
1997: 800-07) In northern
Quebec sites associated
with the travels of the
giant beaver still in
transformation mode
populaie the

Page 1 ol 3
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Mational Offies demographically vacant -

25 Eridy St map.(Craik and B

Gaiineats, Cuebe A : T : " [TPRR ST
Cansds amagoose, 1992) The

I LA ORG main street pattern of

Email: Wendake, Quebec follows the mythological route of ancient serpents.

RO TOR W 30 g

For the Sto:lo people of lower mainland British.Columbia narratives tell
how places contain the powers of transformers or spirit beings, such
as the transformer Xa:ls, the son of the sun, at Th'exelis overlooking
the Fraser River and at Xa;yiem National Historic Site.(Mohs, 1994:
189-195. Lee and Henderson, 1992, Smyth, 1997 HSMBC Minutes,
November 1997)

What are places of powsr?

Sacred sites are experienced as places of
power which intimately link the physical
and spiritual worlds. Interfaces between
land and water are often places where
power ligs, for example the whirlpools in
Kitselas Canyon, British Columbia.
Mnjikaning Fish Weirs at Atherley
Narrows in Ontario, where two lakes
converge, exemplifies such power. Fish
arrive annually, and band councils bring
together different peoples who are fed by
the abundant resources.{Sheryl Smith,
pers.comm.)

Places of power in the landscape
consolidate spiritual energy. They canbe "
places of strengthening as in vision quest @ rational sechives of

sites, or places experienced as Canadn 7 O 36603, 190U
malevolent and threatening. Both are

approached through rules of conduct, customs, rituals, ceremonies,
and offerings. In the Dogrib vernacular, it is said that these places, and
the entities inhabiting them, are being 'paid'.(Andrews and Zoe, 1897)

HiEselan

aryoss, Brilich

Some places of power are reserved for shamans. Over time, the
power of transformation between human and animal came to belong
only to selected people. These individuals were shamans who
possessed medicine power. They were, however, proscribed from
sharing their knowledge at the risk of losing their capacities. In Dene
culture, the medicine power of shamans is a spirit, with a mind of its
own, which attaches o them and gives them supernatural abilities.
{Blondin, 1997: 51-53)

Sites where people
obtain materials used in
ceremonial aclivities,
such as mineral
resources and native
plants which are key
elements of spiritual
practices, are also places

htto:/fwww.pe.ec.caldocs/t/pea-aclfsecl/secld e.asp 51372007
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of power.

The spirits residing in
places of power guide the
daily activities of people
in their lives on the land.
They also provide
guidance for the
placement of camps, the
timing of crossing water,
crossing points on rivers,
and successful
approaches to the hunt.

fniikaning
Tiiario
Servicses Braneh
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ABORIGINAL WORLD VIEWS

Marratives and Place Names

How is knowledge about the land passed from person to person,
and from generation io generation?

Traditional narratives record the locations of sacred sites and other
places of importance. Knowledge of these places is passed from
generation to generation through narratives, instructional travel, and
place names. "Legends are from the land, and even though there
were no maps, the stories made maps for the people". (cited in Hanks,
1996: 889)

Traditional knowledge relates contemporary Aboriginal cultures
directly to these places. "The Sahtu Dene narratives create a mosaic
of stories that envelop the cultural landscapes of Grizzly Bear
Mountain and Scented Grass Hills. The web of 'myth and memory’
spread beyond the mountains to cover the whole western end of Great
Bear Lake, illustrating the complexity of the Sahtu Dene's landscape

Narratives also tell of journeys through landscapes while naming
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i&jﬁ’iionﬂi?f‘f=f{@ names and narratives in the North

25 Bady Steet Slave Dogrib claim area, which has
Caabnean. Chaslie .

Fanada documented nearly 350 Dogrib place
KA ORIA names, has shown that "[a]s pari of a
Email : knowledge system, traditional place
IE DO g0 g 46 names serve as memory 'hooks' on

which to hang the cuitural fabric of a
narrative tradition. In this way, physical
geography ordered by place names is
transformed into a social landscape
where culture and topography are
symbolically fused". (Andrews and
Zoe, 1997, Andrews, 1990: 4} For both :
the Dene and the Inuit, some tales
comprise mainly lisis of placss.

anaisiag, ool Nonavul
YPazks Canada - 7 Poage ;
L30T 06 14 {00, 19l

s i

[ N R
A8 Fan %, Miachanzi
N&a@yﬁz 7Y

) : sy above Gooad
CRAODALSsT Territorips
foi® Malional Arntvyes of Caaada / PA 1BO7S, 1922

the

Mackenzie River, serves to evoke the complex system of values
attached to such places by Aboriginal cultures. The link between
place, name, and cultural value is a world wide phenomenon among

indigenous peoples.
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ABORIGINAL WORLD VIEWS

Social and Economic Life on the Land

In traditional Aboriginal cultures are social and economic
necessities distinct from more spiritual values attached to land?

Inter-connectedness
rather than categorization
characterizes Aboriginal
relationships to the land.
Traditional lifeways
integrate economic,
spiritual, and social
aspects of life in use
areas through the
centuries. For the Stéilo,
"the people of the river”,
life centres on the Fraser
River. The river is a living
force. lts resources
sustain them and their
spiritual sites lie along its course.(Mohs, 1994: 185-188)

e o

Fronial poles at Kilwangs, Biitish Columbis
& Nanonai Archives of Canada / PA 112168 1906

Among Aboriginal people, successful hunting also compels
observance of the living forces of the land. Knowledge and respect for
the land and its spirits are integral to living with it. As Harvey Feit has
explained so vividly for the Cree of northern Quebec, the hunt is not
an isolated event, but a stage in an on-going process that involves
reciprocal relationships of power, needs, obligations, and moral
responsibilities among creator, spirits, hunter, animal, and community.
To achieve success, hunters must plan carefully and behave towards
both spirits and animals in a respectful manner. Recognizing human
characteristics in animals, they hunt in accordance with mutually
understood signs. They acknowledge the gift of a successful hunt by
sharing its bounty not only with their kin and community but also with
the spirits who can favour their future efforts.(Feit, 1995)

Abiding life on the land has characterized Aboriginal experience since
time immemorial. The seasonal round of yearly activities shaped
traditional lifeways. As animal, vegetative and marine resources
changed with the seasons, they shaped the movements and activities

Page | ol 2
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Mationad Oitice clothing, shelter, tools, and other necessities.
25 Eddy Steeet
Gahingau, Quebesc

Canada Extended families or

k1A 05 households wintered

5{‘??‘{ o o separately in diffused
[HURREREIEIC S RS e (N ]

areas within the
territories of their larger
affiliations. Kinship ofien
grouped those who
wintered together. It also
identified the territories
where they hunted and
trapped. Annual social Camgp on the norih she
gatherings, which usually  Bear Lake, Hoiih
occurred in summer, wrbalions! Aicheyes
brought these many

groups together for weddings, feasts, games, dances, songs, and
other traditional customs. Such activities provided opportunities 1o
instruct children in traditional knowledge and to develop their skills for
living on the land.

o of Balth Bay, Gepm
itoyies
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ABORIGINAL WORLD VIEWS

Aboriginal Relationship to the Environmeni

How do the foundations of iraditional knowledge differ from
those of Western science?

Nineteenth century Western science, which still shapes Western
values, makes a distinct separation between the observer and the
observed. It is rooted in objective principles and rules which involve
systematized observation, experimentation and testing of hypotheses
and conclusions.

In confrast, Aboriginal
people define their
relationship as belonging
to the land, and they see
themselves as one
element of a fudly
integrated environment,
As Charles Johnson
explains, "we, as Native
people, are part of the
Arctic ecosysiem. We are
not observers, not
managers; our role is o
participate as a part of
the ecosystem”.
{(Johnson, 1997: 3) As such, humans co-exist with fauna and flora,
with equal rights fo life. In this belief lies commitment to respect all
living things. In the words of Dene Elder George Blondin, "We are
people of the land; we see ourselves as no different than the trees, the
caribou, and the raven, except we are more complicated”.(Blondin,
1997:18)

Bed Desr Biver, Northwesit Teritonies
@ Matonal Archives of Canada /T Waeston / Pa
THOSES, 1088

The skills inherent in living on and with the land, such as observation,
interpretation, and adaptation, are related to traditional knowledge.
The complexity of Aboriginal understanding of the land and its
resources is evident in language, and one of the reasons language is
currently a key concern. Study of the James Bay Cree hunting culture,
for example, revealed five basic meanings associated with the root
term for hunting, nitao. These meanings combine cosmaological,
ecological and psychological aspects of Cree life and beliefs that

Page 1 of 2
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f\;ggfié;aiq; Office include complex relationships between the hunter and the hunted.
28 Lady Sirest ;

Gahneau, Juebed (Feit. 1995)

Canarla

K14 0I5 Numerous studies involving traditional knowledge and science as
Emafi: pariners have demonstrated the intensive knowledge of natural

SR ATIONETY i e

processes, ecological indicators, faunal behaviour, and techniques for
survival and safety in an often hostile environment. Recent studies, for
example of sharp-tailed grouse in the Fort Albany First Nation, and of
caribou among the Inuit, have likewise shown fragility of this traditional
knowledge in the face of permanent settlements and cultural change.
(Tsuji, 1996; Thorpe, 1997; Ferguson and Messier, 1997; Huntingfon,
1998)

However, the exiensive studies of their culture by scientists, who
typically see themselves as objective observers standing outside
Aboriginal value systems, have also intensified Aboriginal concerns
about misinterpretation, appropriation, and misuse of their “intellectual
property".{Stevenson, 1996: 279)
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CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

Why can the concept of 'landscape’ be a particularly useful one
for the national recognition of Aboriginal history?

Landscape can provide a conceptual bridge between Aboriginal world
views and heritage conservation theory. The concept of cultural
landscapes is a relatively new one in the heritage conservation
movement. Although geographers have studied cultural landscapes
for about a century, it is only in the past ten years that they have
actively emerged in the field of heritage conservation. The approach
offers a significant way of looking at place that focusses not on
monuments but on the relationship between human activity and the
natural environment.

Landscapes have always
been seen in many
different ways by different
viewers. In a seminal
article, geographer D.W.
Meinig identified ten
perspectives on the same
landscape, ranging from
landscape as wealth to
landscape as system.
Each accentuated a
different aspect of value
in the landscape. As he
pointed out, "any

Darwin Sound, Gwall Haanas National Pask
Hogerve, Bridsh Columbis.

G Parks Canada [ D Angrews D 101080032001 18
landscape is composed ¥

not only of what lies

before our eyes but what lies within our heads".(Meinig, 1976)

In Australia, landscape architect Ken Taylor has observed that the
preconceptions of landscape on the part of colonials and Aborigines
there were different, but both reflecied a concept of place, inherent
experiential qualities, constructs informed by memory and myths, and
links of the past with the present and future. (Tayvlor, 1997)

Anthropologists and Aboriginal people working on traditional use
studies and undertaking 1o re-establish cultural landscapes on the
west coast of Canada have applied this dilemma to ways of seeing
west coast landscapes: in contrast to the visitor and the scieniist, who
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perceive wilderness in Gwaii Maanas, the Haida people see their
homeiand, Haida Gwaii, rich with the historical and spiritual evidences

of their centuries-long occupation,
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CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

{dentifving Culiural Landscapes
How are cultural landscapes identified?

A number of countries, including Canada, have recognized the
heritage significance of their peoples’ relationship to the land. In 1992,
after nearly a decade of debate, the World Heritage Committee, the
administrative body for the World Heritage Convention, adopted a
definition for ‘cultural landscapes of outstanding universal value' as the
‘combined works of nature and of man ... lllustrative of the evoluiion of
human society and settlement over time, under the influence of the
physical constraints and/or opportunities presented by their natural
environment and of successive social, economic and cultural forces,

Its three main categories provide an elementary identification of types
that can encompass the wide range of cultural landscapes around the
world. These types can be readily found in Canada and woridwide:

1. Landscapes designed and intentionally created. A Canadian
example is Mount Royal Park, designed by Frederick Law
Olmsted, in Montréal.

2. Organically evolved landscapes, sometimes known as
vernacular landscapes. These can be either relict, in which an
evolutionary process came 0 an end at some time in the past,
or continuing. An exampie of a continuing evolved landscape is
the fishing seitlement of Grates Cove, Newfoundland, with its
harbour, village, and walled landscape.

3. Associative cultural landscapes. This category includes places
characterized by "powerful religious, artistic or cultural
associations of the natural element rather than maierial cultural
evidence, which may be insignificant or even absent.” An
example from the World Heritage List is Uluru-Kata Tjuta
MNational Park, Australia.

Many landscapes embody characteristics of all three types. in the
designed landscape, however, it is anticipated that aesthetic
considerations will prevail over other values. By virtue of their organic
nature and human use over time, all landscapes may be said to have

Page [ of 2
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evolved. The essence of the organically evolved cultural landscape,
whether relict or continuing, is that its most significant values lie in the
material evidences of its evolution from a cuttural initiative to its
present form, in association with the natural environment.

The emergence of
cultural landscapes as an
integral part of cultural
heritage has coincided
with world wide
recognition in natural
heritage communities
that areas long identified
as pristine wilderness
and celebrated for their
ecological values
unt,OE_‘EChed by human ad-Smushed o Builalo Jumnn Woel
activity were often the srilape Hlie, Alberia,

homelands of indigenous @ Paiks Canada 7 Jazhart Siudos 7 10855 1110
peoples. Management of (. 1843

their landscapes by

indigenous peoples has altered the original ecological system, but it
has equally contributed to the biological diversity that has long been
regarded as a prime value of wilderness (McNeely, 1995). The World
Heritage Convention guidelines make this relationship explicit in
recognizing a spiritual relation to nature, modern techniques of
sustainable development, and traditional practices for maintaining
biological diversity.

]
i

&
2
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CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

Associative Cultural Landscapes

How is the concept of '‘associative cultural landscapss’ a break
through in thinking about heritage resources?

Associative cultural landscapes mark a significant move away from
conventional heritage concepts rooted in physical resources. Cultural
heritage has been dominated by monuments, while natural heritage
has celebrated pristine wilderness. Associative culfural landscapes
accentuate the indivisibility of cultural and natural values.

What distinguishes an associative cultural landscape?

While many landscapes
have religious, artistic or
cultural associations,
associative cuitural
landscapes are
distinguished by their
associations with the
natural environment
rather than by their
material cultural
evidences, which may be
minimal or entirely
absent. The range of
natural features
associated with
cosmological, symbolic,
sacred, and culiurally significant landscapes may be very broad;
mountains, caves, outcrops, coastal waters, rivers, lakes, pools,
hillsides, uplands, plains, woods, groves, frees.

Hatzie Rook, Xayiem National Hislorls Bie.
British Columbia,

@ Parks Canada [ Acchazological Services Branch )
Uigrvidd Syt 7/ 1997,

A 1995 UNESCO workshop on associative cultural landscapes, held in
the Asia-Pacific region, elaborated on their essential characteristics:
"Associative cultural landscapes may be defined as large or small
contiguous or non-contiguous areas and itineraries, routes, or other
linear landscapes - these may be physical entities or mental images
embedded in a people's spirituality, culiural fradition and practice. The
attributes of associative cuitural landscapes include the intangible,
such as the acoustic, the kinetic and the olfactory, as well as the

Page 1 ol 2
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visual."
Cultural landscapes associated with indigenous peaples are most

likely to fit in this category.
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CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

Canadian Approach

Has Canada entered into this growing dialogue on culiural
landscapes as heritage resources?

In the past decade national heritage agencies have recognized
cultural landscapes within their various cultural resource management
programs. Parks Canada defines culiural landscapes as "Any
geographical area that has been modified, influenced, or given special
cultural meaning by people" (Parks Canada, 1994a: 119) and has
included them in the National Historic Sites System Plan.

Designated nationai
historic sites include all
three types of culiural
landscapes: parks and
gardens as designed
landscapes, urban and
rural historic districts as
evolved landscapes, and
several associative
cultural landscapes
related to the history of
Aboriginal peoples.

Pronghorn in shoi! grass praein
. Mationo! Park, Saakaint EHY
Most provinces, O Parks Canada C A Gomnaliier £ 08 #9 10.01{4%

including Ontario and 1056

Nova Scotia, have

developed an approach to cultural landscapes. However, both the
provinces and the territories have generally used an archaeological
rather than a cultural landscapes approach to the commemoration of
Aboriginal heritage. They recognize, nonetheless, that some
designated sites, such as Writing-on-Stone Provincial Park in Alberta
and White Mountain on Lake Mistassini in Quebec, have cultural
landscape values. British Columbia's traditional use studies program
(British Columbia, 1996) and Yukon's address to Aboriginal values of
place in its planning processes are examples of other approaches to
recognizing cultural landscapes.

S Py o
o, Grassiands

Aboriginal decision-makers, as well, have their own approach,
including the study of place names for the management of symbaolic
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CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

intangible Values and Identity

Does the international heritage community recognize, for the
purpose of heritage designation, the legitimacy of intangible
values that indigenous peoples atiach to land?

In addition to Parks Canada, the concept of 'cultural landscapes' has
become widely accepted internationally by diverse heritage bodies
including the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, the International Council on Monuments and Sites, the
International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration
of Cultural Property, the World Conservation Union, the Council of
Europe, Environment Australia, and the US National Park Service.
While individual definitions vary, their direction focusses consistently
on the inter-relatedness between human society and the natural
environment.

These leading
participants in the
international heritage
movement, where
Canada is also an active
party, have overtly
recognized cultural
landscapes which are
characterized by the
intangible vaiues that
indigenous peoples
attach fo landscape. In
according heritage status
to places with spiritual
associations in the
absence of material remains, they acknowledge human values crucial
to the identities of these peoples. They also explicitly accept that the
associated peoples identify such places and values.

A flight of thiplebilled murre, Blonilik Noliona
Park, Munavut,
& FParke Canada /W Lynob 2 1507 10 D200 1008
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NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE DESIGNATIONS OF
ABORIGINAL CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

The Perspective of the 1990s

Aboriginal history changed since 19907

The movement from viewing objects through perspectives of art
commemorating Aboriginal history from the late 7960s through the
1980s, t0 seeing cultural landscapes associated with living peoples
reflects the new standards of the 1990s. One of the key implications of
this redefinition in approaching landscapes is the involvement of
associated peoples directly in the selection, research design,
designation, and management of places of heritage significance.

Under the
Commemoration of
Northern Native History
initiative of 1990-91, the
Board explored issues
and a preliminary
classification of sites
related to the
commemaoration of the
history of Native people.
That year the Board
recommended that sites
of spiritual and/or cultural
importance to Native
peoples generally should
be considered to be eligible for designation as national historic sites
even when no tangible cultural resources exist, providing that there is
evidence, garnered through oral history, ar otherwise, that such sites
are indeed seen 1o have special meaning 1o the culiure in guestion

Inuicsuil, Spence Bay, Northwes: Territoy

February 1990)

Background papers identified that "from a Native perspective
commemorative potential seemed to derive from one or a combination
of the following: the traditional and enduring use of the land; the
relationship between the people and the land; and recent events in a
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First Nation's history, such as its relationships with
newcomers...."(Goldring, 1990; Goldring and Hanks, 1997)

Inspired by a presentation on the Red Dog Mountain and the Drum
L.ake Trail in the western Northwest Tetrritories, the Board took
particular interest in exploring the significance of mythical or sacred
sites and in the potential of "linear sites or trails encompassing a
number of tangible resources ... and emphasizing linkages between a
people and the land".(HSMBC Minutes, March 1997)

As a result of formal and informal consultations during 1990-91, it was
apparent that any framework for addressing Aboriginal history must
conform with emerging prescriptions in successive northern land
claims regarding heritage and cultural sites (Lee, 1997h). It must also
respect Aboriginal world views encapsulated in the enduring
relationship between people and the land, and to achieve the latter
objective, must recognize that "fw]hat distinguishes Native Peoples'
understanding, however, is the extent to which the human refationship
with places has ethical, cultural, medicinal and spiritual elements,
which are interwoven with patterns of economic use. Stories are told
about particular parts of the land, spiritual powers exist in certain
places which are absent elsewhere, and teachings are annexed to
specific places in ways that have little counterpart in non-Native
society. In Native cultures, these attributes are often more important
than the physical, tangible remains of past human use of
land."(Goldring and Hanks, 1991: 14)

This latter holistic vision
has proven the most
difficult to implement. By
1991, the Board had
already before them g
basic outline of
perceptions, issues, and
structures for
approaching northern
Aboriginal sites that
would gradually and
increasingly direct their
considerations and ‘s_'f‘,efé ??%}f‘ﬂ?ﬂf}ﬁﬂ%&% §t§ﬂi‘i§7f“!?5'§ 1”\@;5@?(}; £
recommendations on the (gui;iiiégzq:g(éilveffm,ﬂdeulagu g Services Brangn /
commemoration of the

history of Aboriginal peoples for the rest of the decade. The decision
not to proceed with a study of petroglyphs and pictographs and to shift
resources to community-based studies marked a key stage.

The Board has come only gradually, through a series of thematic and
site specific studies, to consider how effectively the values of
Aboriginal peoples in relation to their history can define national
historic significance and identify places that embody that significance.
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NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE DESIGNATIONS OF
ABORIGINAL CULTURAL ILANDSCAPES

The Perspective of the 1990s

How has the HSMBC's approach to designation related to
Aboriginal history changed since 19807

The movement from viewing objects through perspectives of art
history and archaeology, characteristic of the HSMBC's experience in
commemorating Aboriginal history from the late 1960s through the
1980s, to seeing cuitural landscapes associated with living peoples
reflects the new standards of the 1990s. One of the key implications of
this redefinition in approaching landscapes is the involvement of
associated peoples directly in the selection, research design,
designation, and management of places of heritage significance.

Under the

Commemoration of

Northern Native History
initiative of 1990-91, the

Board explored issues

and a preliminary

classification of sites

related to the

commemoration of the

history of Native people. 5
That year the Board e
recommended that sites ubksuil, Spence Bay
of spiritual and/or cultural & wanonat Archives of &
importance to Native PA 20875, 1901
peoples generally shouild

be considered to be eligible for designation as national historic sites
gven when no tangible cultural resources exist, providing that there is
evidence, garnered through oral history, or otherwise, that such sites
are indeed seen o have special meaning to the culture in question

i i, 5
5 5
o %iw e

rthwost Tesritones.,
la f Bichat Harington /

February 1990)

Background papers identified that "from a Mative perspeciive
commemorative potential seemed to derive from one or a combination
of the following: the traditional and enduring use of the land; the
relationship between the people and the land; and recent events in a
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irst Nation's history, such as its relationships with
newcomers...."(Goldring, 1990; Goldring and Hanks, 1997)

inspired by a preseniation on ihe Red Dog Mountain and the Drum
Lake Trail in the western Norihwest Territories, the Board took
particular interest in exploring the significance of mythical or sacred
sites and in the potential of "linear sites or trails encompassing a
number of tangible resources ... and emphasizing linkages between a
people and the land".(HSMBC Minutes, March 1991)

As a result of formal and informal consultations during 1990-91, it was
apparent that any framework for addressing Aboriginal history must
conform with emerging prescriptions in successive northern land
claims regarding heritage and cultural sites (Lee, 1997b). It must also
respect Aboriginal world views encapsulated in the enduring
relationship between people and the land, and to achieve the latter
objective, must recognize that "fwlhat distinguishes Native Peoples'
understanding, however, is the extent to which the human relationship
with places has ethical, cultural, medicinal and spiritual elements,
which are interwoven with patterns of economic use. Stories are told
about particular parts of the land, spiritual powers exist in certain
places which are absent elsewhere, and teachings are annexed to
specific places in ways that have litlle counterpart in non-Native
society. In Native cultures, these attributes are often more important
than the physical, tangible remains of past human use of
tand."(Goldring and Hanks, 1991: 14)

This laiter holistic vision
has proven the most
difficult to implement. By
1991, the Board had
already before them a
basic outline of
perceptions, issues, and
structures for
approaching northern
Aboriginal sites that
would gradually and
increasingly direct their
considerations and
recommendations on the
commemaration of the
history of Aboriginal peoples for the rest of the decade. The decision
not to proceed with a study of petroglyphs and pictographs and to shift
resources 1o community-based studies marked a key stage.

Fed Dog Mountain, Horihw :
£ Parks Canada / Archasological Saivices Branch !
Ellen Lea f no dale

The Board has come only gradually, through a series of thematic and
site specific studies, to consider how effectively the values of
Abariginal peoples in relation to their history can define national
historic significance and identify places that embody that significance.
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NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE DESIGNATIONS OF
ABORIGINAL CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

Consuliation and Participaiion

What effect is the participation of associated peoples having on
the process of designation related to Aboriginal history?

The active involvement of Aboriginal people, particularly Elders, has
refocused the investigative effort from the analysis of physical
resources to recognition of the holistic and essentially spiritual
relationship of people and land. When the petroglyphs at Kejimkuijik
Nationatl Park, Nova Scotia, were initially identified for
commemoration, they were seen as the primary cultural resources of
the park. Consultation with the Mi‘kmag people reoriented the
commemorative focus from the single resource type to the whole park
area.

Arguing the "sirong
sense of connection
between people and
place”, the paper
prepared jointly by
representatives of the
Mi'kmag people and
Parks Canada's Atlantic
regional office proposed
three bases for
commemoration of the
‘cultural landscape" of
the region:

Mikmag Petroglyphs, Kejimkupl Hational
Parldfiational Historie Siie, Move Seotia.
O Paks Canada 7 F Haope 707331 04 1807 1002

o the 4000 vear
history of traditional land use in which the archaeological
resources were largely undisturbed;

= the natural environment of the park which enhanced an
understanding of Mikmagq spirituality with the land;

» and the petroglyph sites, which are a significant part of Mi'kmag
cultural and spiritual expression.(Mikmaq, 1994)

Page [ of 4
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The HSMBC
recommended that
‘the cultural
landscape of
Kejimkujik National
Park which attesis to
4000 years of
Mi'kmag occupancy of
this area, and which
includes petroglyph
sites, habitation sites,
fishing sites, hunting
territories, travgf , Wetacialls on ibe Marsey Biver, Keflmbujik
routes and burials, IS waionel Parkiational Higteris Site. Rove Sootl
of national historic e,c"h%:“,}ré‘:t Cangdn Barsd & Maokay
significance...."(HSMBC """

SRR ONE gy

1994)

The Mi'kmag on Malpeque Bay, PEI(NHS 1996, 1997), designated as
an "event" rather than as a place, focusses on the historical
significance of 10,000 years of enduring use and settlement of the bay
- "continuity and attachment to the land are seen as the defining
factors in determining historical significance” - and on the bay as "a
site of Native spirituality”. For centuries, a traditional area for hunting,
fishing, and gathering for the Mi'kmagq of Prince Edward lsland, today
the bay has a "profound symbolic value for many

Mikmag ...."(Johnston, A.J.B., 1996; HSMBC Minutes 1997, 1996)

The Deline Traditional
Fishery and Oid Fort
Franklin, NWT (NHS
1996) were designated
because of the Dens and
Métis people’s
assistance to Sir John
Franklin's second
expedition and the
impact of Franklin's and
later expeditions on the
Aboriginal people of the = : .
region, particularly in Commemoration for the Mikimag of Malpegus
contributing "to the Bay on Lan %fﬁéaal‘s{_'l, Prinee Eddward aland.
emergence of the Sahtu @ Parke Canada [ Barh MacDoosk] #1006

Dene as a distinctive

cultural group".(Hanks, 1996; HSMBC Minutes, November 1996) As
well, the Sahtu Dene identified the cultural significance of the fishery
at Deline o their occupation of the region. The Sahtu Dene's request
for protection and presentation of the site emphasizes the importance

of place as an expression of Aboriginal history.

Equally, when Parks
Canada initiated a
commemorative integrity
gxercise at Nan
sdins/Ninstints National

hup/fwww.pe.ge.ca/docs/t/pea-acl/sec3/sec3b_e.asp S13/2007
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Historic Site, British
Columbia, consultation
with the hereditary chiefs
argued for recognition of
heritage values that
identified not only the
achievements of Haida
art and architecture
represented by the
village - the focus of the
National Historic Site and
Wof'd ngltage Site Laogation of Ol Ford Franhklin, Morthwest
designations - but also Torritosiss,

"the history of a people in  « watonst Acchives ot Canada s PA 19354 1900

a place": the continuing

Haida culture and history, the connectedness of the Haida to the land
and the sea, the sacredness of the site, and its role as the visual key
to the oral traditions of the Haida over thousands of years.(Dick and
Wilson, 1998)

All these examples
demonstrate Parks
Canada's move to
implement four principles
resulting from the
National Workshops on
the History of Aboriginal
Peaples in Canada in
1992-94:(Parks Canada,
1994b)

s fundamental

Man sding/ Minstings Mational Historic Site,

importance of Bettish Columbis,
Aboriginal traditional @ Parks Caisda /T, Saveysr ©H 109508 1712061,
knowledge to the f

understanding of the
culture and history of all indigenous peoples;

o invitation fo Elders assist in documentation of sites and objects
and to communities to assist in developing mechanisms to enable
access by Aboriginal people to the collection;

e meaningful participatory consultations with Aboriginal groups;

o and Aboriginal peoples' taking a leading role in presenting their
history and culture.

Involvement of Dogrib Elders in extensive studies along the idad Trail
in the Northwest Territories similarly expanded the initial reseaich
design from a survey of traditional sites and documentation of Dogrib
place names and narratives to documentation of sacred sites,
travelling using traditional methods, and developing a training program
in archaeological methods and recording of oral traditions for Dogrib
youth.(Andrews and Zoe, 1997: 8- 10) In the resulting six category
classification of sacred sites, Elders recognized five categories but not

| TR I NN S S S AT [ SRS I FNUET s & 0 MY OZWT
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a sixth which represented identifications of significance from outside
their culture.{Andrews, Zoe and Herder, 1998: 307-08)

Recent research projects submitted to
actively included involvement and
consultation of local communities,
including Elders. In July 1998 the
principfe ... that consideration of
Aboriginal Peoples' history must be
predicated on active pariicipation and

Harry Simpson, Dogrib Bider,
exmvining ihe remains of a
Birchbark canoe alonyg ldas
Trall, Northwest Terriiodes.

© Parks Canada / 7.0 Sndrews.
(RS
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Home
Search Designated Aboriginal Cultural Landscapes

Ender o heyword:
é ' How is the changed approach of the HSMBC refiected in recent
designations of Aboriginal history?

ebesmateiey Since 19290 the Historic Sites and
troduction Monuments Board of Canada has
considered a number of Abariginal
cultural landscapes in addition to
Kejimkujik National Park. As early
as 1991, Hatzic Rock, now known
Cromitaiions as Xa:ytem, in British Columbia
sriginal presented not only archaeological

ey gl e, P

gvidences of potential national
Lassiaanes significance but also the e g 5T i
¥ The Perspective importance of th_isl transformer site  wrup: Places Designated as
of the 199_")3 in terms of Aboriginal cultural Aboriging] Cultural Landscapes in
b Consuliation and values. Drawing directly on Canads as of De v 1980
Participation 1 € Paks Canada / Dzn Paye
*  Designated Go’r.don Mohs .research on the Click here {o view a larger version
Aboriginal Sto:lo people, it demonstrated the
Cultural cosmological relationships that
Landscapes underpinned its role as a sacred site.(Lee and Henderson, 1991) Cost-
Cofinition of sharing recommended in 1998, following consultation with the Std:lo

fi"‘m"gﬁi'ﬁ"‘@* wuiwral  papple, endorsed the Board's acceptance of the exceptional national
LEFHISGRDE

Guitdelines {or the
ieniificntion of

significance of sites valued primarily for their spiritual importance to
Aboriginal peoples.

The inland Kazan River Fall Caribou

Lonuiusion Crossing and the coastal island of
Coniaet Us Arvia'juag with the adjacent point
Parks Canatia Qikigtaarjuk in the Eastern Arctic,
Mational Offics designated in 1995, provide
25 Eddy Streel exceptional illustrations of the
g‘;:;”ld;‘ Quebec integrated economic, social and
KEA MG spiritual values of Aboriginal cultural
Email: landscapes. Chosen respectively by
oAl S pe gL o the communities of Baker Lake and

Arviat to conserve and depict Inuit
history and culture in this region,
these areas "speak eloquently to the

T tdsmr § Fcwrran131s vurs i i §rd o iy Faadom mim v b Fir e’ fermn D s om L1 g - IYONNTT
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cultural, spiritual and economic life of
the Inuit in the Keewatin region ... and
as sites of particular significance to

Minutes, July 1995}

The results of earlier archaeological
investigations, mapping using a global
positioning system, site visits with
Eiders, oral interviews with other
knowledgeable Inuit in the
communities, and recording of
traditional stories associated with the
areas identified both the traditional
Aboriginal values and the scientific
values associated with these places.
{Keith, 1995; Henderson, 1995)

Frakzie Flock, & sre Rlattonst
Mistorio Site, by Gobuidsis,
o

RAviem Longhouss iterpraialve

The

FOSTON DL 20T ©

Otj‘“ffﬁ?rafﬁ;n‘%iém Lrossing, Kazan River, Bunavu
3(1%‘1:.‘- Canswda 7 Lyls Fendeson 7 1005 '

landscdpes:

"For centuries, the fall caribou crossing on the Kazan River was
essential to the inland Inuit, providing them the necessities of daily life
and the means to survive the long winter. Once in the water, the
caribou were vulnerable to hunters in gajaqs who caught and lanced
as many as possible. The Inuit cherished and cared for the land at
crossing areas in accordance with traditional beliefs and practices to
ensure the caribou returned each year during their southward
migration. To inland Inuit, the caribou was the essence of life. All parts
were valuable for food, fuel, tools, clothing and shelter."

And;

"For centuries, the Inuit returned here each summer to camp and
harvest the abundant marine resources. These gatherings also
provided an opportunity to teach the young, celebrate life, and affirm
and renew Inuit society. The oral histories, traditional knowledge, and
archaeological sites at Arvia'juag and Qikigtaarjuk provide a cultural
and historical foundation for future generations. These sites continue
to be centres to celebrate, practise, and rejuvenate Inuit culiure in the
Arviat area.”

Presented to the Board for designation by the Société Matcite8eia and

http//www pc.ge.ca/docs/t/pea-acl/sec3/fsecic e.asp 007
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the Aboriginal community of Pikogan, Quebec in 19986, Pointe Abitibi is
a point in Lake Abitibi, the centre of the traditional territory of the
Abitibi8innik and of the water routes they used to travel through vast
areas. The point is important to the Abitibi8innik as it has been their
summer gathering place over the centuries where they have shared
resources from the winier hunt, fished, feasted and developed social
relationships. It has been the place of cultural gontact and exchange,
both with other Aboriginal people and with Europeans and Canadians.
It is also a sacred site to the Abitibi8innik. While use ended with
permanent settlement in 1955, Elders' traditional knowledge has been
collected and there is "symbolic attachment to the point which is very
strong in the collective memory".

Archaeological resources
indicated 6,000 years of
use, inctuding post-
contact sites of church,
cemetery, fur trading
posts, and camp siies.
The Société Matcite8eia
also identified a rich
historicai record related
to the fur trade as part of
the historical significance
of the point. The N o o
community supported ?‘Qz‘q?jzfi‘av@ﬁiﬁ"iﬁ by canoe, Abatibl River,

both designation of the ) Mt

point to commemorate

the history of the Abitib8innik and development of it as a historic site.
(Société Matcite8eia, 1996)

gucnal Archives of Canada 7 PA 442207 oo daie

Building on the earlier Northern Native History initiative, the Keewatin
area project, and the Deline fishery study, Christopher C. Hanks in
1996 wrote of the fundamental link between culiure and land as the
core basis for understanding the cultural landscape of Grizzly Bear
Mountain and Scented Grass Hills in the western Northwest
Territories. With a firm base in both local traditional knowledge and the
relevant scientific and academic literature, the agenda paper he
prepared on behalf of the Sahtu Dene identified three bases for
national historical significance:

o the Sahtu Dene had fived on this land since time immemorial,
o they had evolved there as a distinct people,

» the interplay of place names and traditional narratives in Grizzly
Bear Mountain and Scented Grass Hills has characterized their
refationship to the land.(Hanks, 7996: 885, 888)

Selected narratives relate to specific landscape features and larger
landscape meanings, which are now mapped on the Great Bear Lake
region. Five broad time periods group the narratives thematically, but
for the Sahtu Dene, "thematic connections of spiritual power and
relationships with animails are more significant than time".(Hanks,
1996: 906) The narratives play important roles in sustaining Sahtu

Wt /wanw e oe crafdone firfineaoanl fcanfecann @ aorn -oValaltw
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Dene culture by transmitting language, prescribing behaviour, and
identifying sacred sites from generation to generation through the
association of place and story

In 1997 the Gwichya
Gwich'in of Tsiigehtchic
in the western Northwest
Territories presented for
commemoration,
protection, and
presentation the segment
of Nagwichoonjik
[Mackenzie River] from
Thunder River to Point
Separation, which they Youndain, Great Sear L
identified as the area of reritonss
their traditional homeland @ Nasicrn) Archrvas af Canada 7 PA ©2083 no dare
maost appropriate for

designation. Following Hanks' approach closely, a series of oral
narratives of Raven, Atachukalii, Nagaii, Ahis’an Veh, and others are
closely tied to the identified land and its defining features.(Gwich'in
Social and Cultural Institute, 1997)

et e

3. F

The superimposed five
period time grouping of
the stories served to
develop a "holistic
understanding of history,
encompassing the whole
of the land and assigning
the river its meaningful
place within it ...[;] the
stories of their history and
the experiences of their
liveson the land ... [are
the} fundamental cultural
themes [that
demonstrate] the
important place the river
occupies in Gwichya o K -
Gwich'in culture". Hagwichiconilh near Thunder Blver, Horbusest
gﬁﬁgﬁnﬁggﬁ; 3?397. ze{;fﬁag :éx)niis S Nleutend /1800

824)

In presenting Yuguot in Nootka Sound, British Columbia for
designation in 1997, the Mowachaht-Muchalaht First Nations
requested "balancing history" by having their history recognized as it is
represented by the integration of place and narrative. In this place
"where the wind blows from all directions” and "where all the people of
Nootka Sound come together", they elaborate the significance of
Yuquot, their "most important community®, in terms of a "place of
power and change".

They describe this centre

http:/fwww.pc.ge.ca/docs/t/pea-acl/sec3fsec3c_e.asp af
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of the Mowachaht world
where they have lived
since the beginning of
iime, where they have
hosted European
iravellers since 18th
century imperial
exploration, where they
developed whaling
power of which the
Whalers' Washing House

is the physicail i o

: Friendly Cove he g
encapsulatlon, and Furpaok, o Moo
where they have deep o Fihe Canadn §

spiritual bonds to the

‘immense natural power and beauty" of the envircnment. Western
historical values such as archaeological, iconographic, and artifactual
evidence as well as primary historical sources complement traditional
knowledge in showing the central place Yuguct holds in their culture.
(Mowachaht-Muchalaht, 1997)

The recently completed study of the history of Nunavut from an Inuit
perspective, based on consuitations with Elders and others in the
community, and prepared under the guidance of an Inuit steering
committee with the input of knowledgeable scholars and Parks
Canada staff, has identified clear priorities for identifying places of
principal importance to the Inuit.

Three principles express
these thematic priorities:

s enduring use,

¢ Inuit culiure,

o Inuit identity and
regional variation.

All centre on the "close
traditional relationship
between culture and land ;
use, and many traditional  waighi-titng slons, Arvistiuag 204

dwelling sites, travel f%}ara*ﬁj_iif”?iw}a?@P” e e
rOUteS, TeSOIIJi‘CE {:V:;r;—;z W}{:ér;;i ge:?}’ AHIGERIAL DSIVIOSS HARCh
harvesting sites and

sacred places have a rich

complex of associative values, combining economic, social, and
spiritual purposes in a sequence of annual movements from place to
place, with people gathering in greater or smaller numbers according
to their needs and opportunities™.(Goldring, 1998)
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Definition of Aboriginal Cultural Landscapes

What definition is now proposed for Aboriginal cultural
landscapes?

Based on the literature and the consuliation to date, the following
definition is proposed for consideration and further discussion;

An Aboriginal cultural fandscape is a place valued by
an Abocriginal group (or groups) because of their long
and complex relationship with that land. It expresses
their unity with the natural and spiritual environment.
it embodies their traditional knowliedge of spirits,
places, land uses, and ecology. Material remains of
the association may be prominent, bui will ofien be
minimal or absent.

It is o be recognized that other people than the associated group (or
groups) may also have used these landscapes and may attach values
to them. The experience in the Americas has particularly shown that
the rapidity of waves of immigration and the diversity of cultures they
have introduced have significantly shaped the cultural landscape. The

result has been not so much a layering of cultures and uses as a

concuirence of culiures and uses, ali of which are recognized 0 have

validity. (USACOMOS, 1996)
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GUIDELINES FOR THE IDENTIFICATION OF
ABORIGINAL CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

Consuliation of Experts

The concept of Aboriginal cultural landscapes was explored with about
forty people in the course of developing the paper. They represent
disciplines ranging from history and archaeology to landscape
architecture and park management. They include Parks Canada,
provincial and territorial staff in all parts of the country, consultants
with extensive experience in working with Aboriginal communities, and
Aboriginal people in umbrella agencies and in various other positions.

Consistently, they pointed out the complexity and intensity of
Aboriginal tradition as it relates to the land. They emphasized the
importance of the relationship with land within Aboriginal culture, and
the holistic nature of that relationship. They noted that the concept of
"land" included water and sky as well as earth. They consistently drew
attention to the continuous living relationship Aboriginal people have
with the land, as well as the interrelationship of people, animals, and
spirits in the land.

Traditional Aboriginal
cultures value the
spititual, mental and
emaotional dimensions of
living with particular
environments in addition
o the physical aspects.
Cosmology, places of
power, narratives
associating spirit beings
with the land, kinship and
ianguage attachments to
place were recurrent
themes. Those consuited
also underlined the
importance of uses and activities, from harvesting physical resources
and social gatherings fo rituals and ceremonies, as core expressions
of refation to the land. They signalled, as defining attitudes, Aboriginal

izl Park, §

s Ly CORE Y 8
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wivnatonepeace peoples’ attachments to these aspects of land, rather than o place as
a thing to be owned. They elaborated on the diversity of historical
experience across time and place as well as differing situations of
Aboriginal peoples today. Those differences of historical experience,
geographical contexts, and current status influence Aboriginal
peoples' relations o landscapes today.

Those consulied
consistently emphasized
the crucial role of
Aboriginal participation
in any identification of
landscapes for
commemoration as
national historic sites.
The associated people
will not necessarily be
current occupiers or

users of the land, but T S ’
may have a historic ;‘i}afs‘sizﬁjijn?ss:{i ;:::G&%{:?‘s. %ﬁa’;a_m%‘zé%;ar;aa;gu;az:
: . . dational Park, Mew Brunswick.
"?'at,’f‘?nSht'ﬁ’ S;‘g' _ @ Parls Canada £ M. Dwver £ 04.95.00.01(39), 1990
significant 10 their

culture, such as the Huron of Loretteville, Quebec, to the territory in
southern Ontario that they left in the mid-17" century.

Traditional knowledge was continuously identified as the key sources
for understanding and recognizing the values of place to Aboriginal
people, while archaeology, ethnohistory, and ethnography were
acknowledged as the most relevant academic fields.

Last Updated: 2004-05-26 tmportant Notices
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GUIDELINES FOR THE IDENTIFICATION OF
ABORIGINAL CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

Consulitation of Experts

consuliation did the author underiake?

The concept of Aboriginal cultural landscapes was explored with about
forty people in the course of developing the paper. They represent
disciplines ranging from history and archaeology to landscape
architecture and park management. They include Parks Canada,
provincial and territorial staff in all parts of the country, consultants
with extensive experience in working with Aboriginal communities, and
Aboriginal people in umbrelia agencies and in various other positions.

Consistently, they pointed out the complexity and intensity of
Aboriginal tradition as it relates to the land. They emphasized the
importance of the relationship with land within Aboriginal culture, and
the holistic nature of that relationship. They noted that the concept of
“land” included water and sky as well as earth. They consistently drew
attention to the confinuous living relationship Aboriginal people have
with the fand, as well as the interrelationship of people, animals, anc
spirits in the land.

Traditional Aboriginal
cultures value the
spiritual, mental and
emotional dimensions of
living with particular
environments in addition
to the physical aspects.
Cosmology, places of
power, narratives
associating spirit beings
with the land, kinship and
language attachments to
place were recurrent
themes. Those consulted
also undetlined the
importance of uses and activities, from harvesting physical resources
and social gatherings to rituals and ceremonies, as core expressions
of relation to the land. They signalled, as defining attitudes, Aboriginal
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smaton g peoples’ attachments 1o these aspects of land, rather than to place as
a thing to be owned. They elaborated on the diversity of historical
experience across time and place as well as differing situations of
Aboriginal peoples today. Those differences of historical experience,
geographical contexts, and current status influence Aboriginal
peoples’ relations to landscapes today.

Those consulted
consistently emphasized
the crucial role of
Aboriginal participation
in any identification of
landscapes for
commemoration as
national historic sites.
The associated people
will not necessarily be
current occupiers or
users of the land, but 5 : h

may have a historic foastel Dunes and Beach, Koushibouguac
"‘?‘aﬁ’f‘?”Sh,[iFt’ S:g' , & Parhe Cangdi £ 1A Dirgon 1 0443 00001656, 1990
significant to their

culture, such as the Huron of Loretteville, Quebec, to the territory in
southern Ontario that they left in the mid-17t" century.

Traditional knowledge was continuously identified as the key sources
for understanding and recognizing the values of place to Aboriginal
people, while archasology, ethnohistory, and ethnography were
acknowledged as the most relevant academic fields.
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GUIDELINES FOR THE IDENTIFICATION OF
ABORIGINAL CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

identifying National Historic Significance

frameworks to specify criteria as the bases for agsessing the national
historic significance of places, people or events. The Board has,
however, recognized that its conventional criteria, structure and
framework for evaluation do not adequately respond to the values
inherent in the history of Aboriginal people. It has reiterated in its
discussions ihat "nature, tradition, continuity and attachment to the
land are seen as the defining elements in determining historic
significance" when dealing with Aboriginal peoples. It has likewise
emphasized that "its interest was not only in considering groups for
commemoration, but in focussing on the importance of place to the
cultural landscapes provides a direction for responding to these
concerns.

The HGMBC has agreed,
with regard to the number
of cultural groups, that
"any future deliberations
could be accommodated
by the 60 distinct groups
identified in the Roval
Commission Report on
Aboriginal Peoples” and
has requested an
analysis of "the
implications of using
language groups to
represent a field against
which to determine
national historic

ppennt Archnees of Carpedia 7D 5180 Sepianie

discussion with regard to using "the traditional territory of an Aboriginal
nation ... as the comparative universe for the site proposed for
commemoration or designation". (Federal Archaeology Office, 1998a:

Page 1 of 2
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An Approach to Aboriginal Cultural
Landscapes

GUIDELINES FOR THE IDENTIFICATION OF
ABORIGINAL CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

Guidelines for Aboriginal Cultural Landscapes

What principles could be used for both suggesting and
evaluating Aboriginal cuitural landscapes for possible national
designation?

The following guidelines are proposed for the HSMBC's future

landscapes.

1. The long associated Aboriginal group or groups have
participated in the identification of the place and iis significance,
cencur in the selection of the place to commemoraie their
culture, and support designation.

This guideline derives
from the HSMBC's
consistent direction since
1990 that Aboriginal
peoples will be consulted,
involved and participaie
it the identification of
frameworks and sites
related to their history. It
is consistent with the
astablished consultation
process for Aboriginal
heritage sites (as
described in Fedsral
Archaeology Office
1998a, 17-18) and the Statement of Principles and Best Practices for
Commemorating Aboriginal History, draft 3 (Federal Archasology
Office 1998¢, item 2).

i
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E

it is likewise consistent with recommendation 1.7.2 of the Report on
the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples. 1t can conform with the
comparative or contextual framework that the Board chooses for
evaluation, such as the proposed traditional territory of an Aboriginal
group or First Nation. (Federal Archaeology Office 1998a, 14 and 21)
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2. Spiritual, cultural, economic, social and environmental aspecis
of the group's association with the identified place, including
continuity and traditions, illusirate its historical significance.

The guideline focusses
on the identification of
national historic
significance through the
associated group's long
attachment to the
territory, its enduring use
and activities, its social
and kinship relationships,
its intimate knowledge of
the area, and its spiritual
affiliations with it.

Hisriog's tent, Eazon Miver, Northwesi
Torvitories

e Mationmt Archives of Canada /A Porsid F A
01048 o date

3. The interrelated culiural and natural attributes of the identified
place make it a significant cultural landscape.

This guideline
recognizes the
integrated nature of
Aboriginal relationship to
place, including the
inseparability of cultural
and natural values.
Identified places, which
will likely be of widely
diverse types, will

illustrate this core i
interrelationship of Stone chimmey and cabin remams at {he
culiural and naturat shondoned Dogrib village krown as Midgzik's

forces Kogolaa, along idad Tiall, Borthwast

’ Teoriiovies

@ Parks Cenada 7 TR ancrews 7 1991

Tangible evidences may
be largely absent, with the attributes rooted primarily in oral and
spiritual traditions and in activities related to the place. However, there
could be tangible attributes; they include natural resources,
archaeological sites, graves, material culture, and written or oral
records.

The guideline anticipates that the identification will incorporate diverse
aspects of the group's association extended over time. The guideline
also recognizes such natural components as ecosystem, climate,
geology, topography, water, soils, viewsheds, and dominant and
culturally significant fauna and flora in the context of the associated
Aboriginal people's relationship to the place. The Aboriginal
expression of these aspects may occur in animal or other natural
metaphors.

The guideline accommodates the geographic and cultural diversity, as
well as the individual experiences, of Canada's Aboriginal peoples.

hup://fwww.pe.ge.ca/docs/t/pea-acl/sec5/sec3c_e.asp 3/3/2007
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{Federal Archaeology Office 1998¢, item 2)

4. The culiural and natural atiributes that embody the
significance of the place are identified through traditional
knowledge of the associated Aboriginal group(s).

This guideline anticipates
that the traditional
knowledge, including
traditional environmental
knowledge, wilt likely
encompass narratives,
place names, language,
traditional uses, rituals,
and behaviour related to
the identified place. It
recognizes that some
knowledge cannot be
shared, but available
knowledge must be
sufficient to demonstrate
the significance of the
place in the culture of the
associaied group.

4 4, Haovioen, Matonal Hisiods 8he,
s Dolumbip.
£ Parks Canada ! Acchagologival Sevices Branch /
David Srpylls £ 1957

5. The cultural and natural atiributes that embody the
significance of the place may be additionally comprehended by
results of academic scholarship.

This guideline recognizes
the contribution that
academic scholarship
makes to the
understanding of place.
History, including oral
history and ethnohistory,
archaeology,
anthropology, and
environmental sciences
are the most likely, but
nct the only, relevant
disciplines.

arke Conania 7 A Comellies - H O 12 11.07000)
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GUIDELINES FOR THE IDENTIFICATION OF
ABORIGINAL CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

Size, Scale and Values

What is distinct about the size and scale of Aboriginal culiural
landscapes?

Those consulted in the preparation of the Board paper pointed out that
the size and scale of Aboriginal cultural landscapes would challenge
both Aboriginal people and Parks Canada because of their very
differing contexts and views.

Aboriginal world views focus on landscape rather than landscape
features. Specific sites certainly have associated cultural significance
and oral traditions related to their history. However, given the holistic
relationship of Aboriginal people and their land, such places are seen
primarily not as isolated spots but as parts of larger landscapes.
Identifiable landscapes may equally be only parts of still larger cultural
landscapes.

The Dogrib sacred siies
identified along the idad
Trail illustrate this
relationship of sites to the
larger landscape.
Moreover, the Trail itself
is part of the Dogrib
cultural landscape, which
comprises 100,000
sguare miles.

The scale of thl& Baldy Lake, Biding Bounialn Mational Park,
landscapes provides St
significant challenges o« Parke Cansin D b 00 7003 050100 1937
the approach of

commemorative integrity which underiies Parks Canada's national
historic sites commemorative program. Securing the "health or
wholeness" of these vast areas may require close examination of the
current understanding of the concept as it applies to historic place,
historic values and objectives for large cultural landscapes.
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GUIDELINES FOR THE IDENTIFICATION OF
ABORIGINAL CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

Boundaries

#How then are boundaries 1o be drawn?

Some preliminary
investigations identify
several possible
approaches. Canada's
national parks use a
zoning system to identify
park areas requiring
different levels of
protection to guide their
management and use.
(Parks Canada, 1994a:
11.2.2) Biosphere worin 5. - o
reserves also apply a G Mationat Archives of Canada 7 P8 18570 1921
zoning approach that

provides for a core area, a buffer zone, and a transition zone. Each
zone allows for different levels of protection and intervention.
(UNESCQO, 1996b: 4)

The emergence of bio-regional planning in protected area
management, applicable to enormous areas such as the 2000-mile
Yellowstone to Yukon Corridor and the 1500-mile Mesoamerican
Biological Corridor through Central America (Salas, 1997), may offer
some potential applicability for Aboriginal cultural landscapes.

Downer and Roberts, who are working with the Navajo Nation in the
United States, consider the "broader context ... based on landscapes
or ecosystems rather than artificially-defined impact zones ... is
emerging from various disciplines in environmental planning. We are
convinced that this is the only realistic approach to meaningful
consideration of traditional cultural properties and the culiural
tandscapes of which they are integral parts...." (Downer and Roberts,
1893: 14)

Such planning frameworks and co-management approaches (Collings,
1997) may provide opporiunities for developing mechanisms to ensure
commemorative integrity of cultural landscapes such as the

Page  of 3
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sdenpaipegics designated area of Nagwichoonjik [Mackenzie River].

I Australia, many Aboriginal sites are discrete areas separated by
long distances but interconnected by trading routes or the paths of
ancestral beings. They are most clearly understood when they are
recognized as parts of a network rather than individual components.
{Bridgewater and Hooy, 1995: 168) "Anangu, whose political system is
egalitarian and uncentralised, visualise places in the landscape as
nodes in a network of ancestral tracks. The Anangu landscape is not
susceptible to division into discrete areas". (Layton and Titchen, 1995:
178)

The American Trail of Tears National Historic Trail, a2 multi-route and
multi-site network which commemorates the forced removal, march
overland and resettiement of the Cherokee [Ani'Yun' wiya] from the
southeastern United States to Oklahoma in 1838-39, is a partnership
of diverse groups and diverse sites with linked interpretive programs
over nine states.

Historian John Johnston, exploring the adaptation of this concept of
nodes o the commemaoration of Aboriginal history in Canada, notes
that it applies to "... places that tell an inter-connected story extending
over time and place”, such as trails and water routes associated with
seasonal movemenis for food. (Johnsion, A.J.B., 1993) Nodes within a
network, each of identified importance, could be focal points of
protection and presentation in a recognized larger cultural landscape.

MNoting that there is "sometimes no obviously correct boundary", the
National Park Service indicates that the selection of boundaries for
traditional cultural properties should be based on the characteristics of
the historic place, specifically how the place is used and why the place
is important.(King and Townsend, n.d.)

This approach was taken at the Helkau Historic District in California,
whose significance area was identified as "a substantial part of
California's North Coast Range". A compromise decision on
boundaries was developed along "topographic lines that included all
the locations at which traditional practitioners carry out medicine-
making and similar activities, the travel rouies between such locations,
and the immense viewshed surrounding this complex of locations and
routes"”. Traditional uses, viewsheds, and changes 1o boundaries over
time were factors considered in developing the rationale for the
boundary.(Parker and King. 1990: 18-19)

In several respects the Ametrican approach can be recognized in
axisting national historic site designations of Aboriginal cultural
landscapes. At Kejimkuijik, for example, the existing national park
boundaries defined a sufficiently large and appropriate area of
traditional M’kmag occupancy 1o represent the targer Mi'kmag
landscape. While in this case administrative convenience provided the
basis for accepted boundaries, it is not a recommended selection
approach.

At Arvia'juag and Qikigtaarjuk, clearly defined geographical features -
an istand and a point - with strong spiritual, social, economic and

hito:/fwww . pe.ee.ca/docs/rioca-acl/seci/fseche e.asn 81372007
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archaeological values related to the Caribou Inuit culture identify the
boundaries. Given the importance of the adjacent waters to the
cultural significance, future consideration might be given to defining
site boundaries that include the key water areas.

At Grizzly Bear Mountain and Scented Grass Hills, where the
designated sites are also two clearly defined land areas related to
water, the site analysis and discussion of values effectively articulate
the significant culiural reiationships of the larger Great Bear Lake
landscape. As well, the historic values of the viewsheds at this site are
particularly significant in the identification of objectives for the "health"
of the site. While discrete geographical features can be very useful in
identifying boundaries, it is evident that the values for which the place
is to be designated must predominate in establishing appropriate
boundaries.
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An Approach to Aboriginal Culiural
Landscapes

CONCLUSION

Aboriginal cultural landscapes are a way of approaching Aboriginal
the complex relationship that Aboriginal people have with the land.
They are not relicts, but living landscapes which encompass the
cosmological, mythological, and spiritual worlds interwoven with their
peoples’ day to day activities of living from the land. The seasonal
round of life on the land, practised over millennia, relies on the
intimate connection of human and animal movements. Begueathed
through oral tradition from generation to generation, Aboriginal
traditional knowledge embodies the relationship of the people to the
land through narratives, place names, sacred sites, rituals, and
behaviour patterns.

Aboriginal cultural landscapes examined to date have been seen
primarily as associative cultural landscapes. Consideration of national
significance must address the holistic relationship to the land of the
people(s) long associated with it. Aboriginal people must have a core
role in identifying places they value, in documenting them, and in
defining their significance in the context of Aboriginal culture.

f4 Doabaren f o0 B0 001

Parks Canada invites you to comment on this approach o
aboriginal cultural landscapes which is presently being
considered by the Agency. If you have any questions or
commenis aboui this subject, please email us at:
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