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Fisheries and Oceans
Canada
Pêches et Océans
Canada

Western Arctic Area
5204-50 Ave, Diamond Plaza,
Yellowknife, NT  
X1A 1E2
Tel: 
(867) 669-4915
Fax:
(867) 669-4940

Secteur de l'Arctique de l'Ouest 

5204-50 Avenue, Diamond Plaza, 
Yellowknife, T.N.O.  
X1A 1E2
Tél:
(867) 669-4915
Téléc:
(867) 669-4940


Your file   Votre référence

Our file   Notre référence

  SC-01110

April 4, 2006
Martin Haefele, Environmental Assessment Officer

Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board 
P.O. Box 938, 5102 - 50th Ave   
Yellowknife, NT  X1A 2N7
Dear Mr. Haefele:


RE: EA0506-008 Gahcho Kue, DFO Priority Issues List

The Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Fish Habitat Management – Western Arctic Area (DFO) participated in the Technical Scoping Sessions held in Yellowknife on March 21-23, 2006.  DFO has also reviewed the summary tables provided by the Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board (MVEIRB) for consideration in identifying issues of concern to DFO.

DFO provides the attached list of priority issues as requested.

DFO has categorized and itemized the list of issues with consideration of the tables previously developed for the scoping sessions. This list may not be all encompassing, but DFO will bring any concerns to the attention of the MVEIRB.

DFO looks forward to presenting this list of issues during the public hearing on April 10, 2006. Should you have any questions concerning the above, please contact me by telephone at (867) 669-4911 or by fax (867) 669-4940. 

Regards,

Original signed by
Dorthy Majewski – Area Chief, Habitat

Fish Habitat Management

Department of Fisheries and Oceans- Western Arctic Area 

Gahcho Kue Scoping Sessions Priority Ranking 

Fisheries & Oceans Canada Ranking

Priority Score

IMPACTS TO FISH (defined in the Fisheries Act) AND FISH HABITAT 
HIGH






With emphasis on the following factors:

· Physical Changes to Kennedy Lake
· Habitat Destruction and Creation
· Alterations to Natural Drainage
· Turbidity and water quality during dewatering and re-watering of lake
· Backfill 

· Site runoff and seepage

· Watershed impacts beyond Kennedy Lake
· Fluctuating Water Levels   
· Reduced water levels as lake is restored

· Downstream effects of water discharges (water quality and quantity)
· End of pipe contamination
· Road Effects – construction and operation

· Watercourse Crossings

· Water withdrawals

· Spills

· Erosion/sedimentation

· Fish Out, Fish salvage and Restocking of Fish
FISH HABITAT COMPENSATION 





HIGH
· Fish Habitat - No Net Loss Compensation Plan

· Adequate consultation and community input 

ECOSYSTEM RECOVERY/RECLAMATION



HIGH

· Feasibility of Recovery of Lake, Stream and Watershed Ecosystems
· Impact of physical changes to Kennady Lake on recovery

· Restocking of Fish, etc.
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