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Minister of Indian and Northern A ffairs REVIEW BOARD ‘
10 Wellington St.

Gatineau, QC

K1A 0H4

By Fax: (613) 947-9475

Re Mackenzie Vailley Environmental Impact Review Board Decision on UR-Energy
Application and Comments from Industry

- Dear Minister Prentice:

As a follow-up to our letter dated, May 15" and recent letteis by Ur-Energy and mining
industry representatives (May 25™ and 29“‘) We are writing to further clarify information on
the aforementioned subject. As you may be aware, the Northwest Territories Chapter of the
Canadian Parks and Wildemess Society (CPAWS-NWT) is part of a national non-profit
conservation organization dedicated to protecting Canada’s wilderness, _

Review Board Mandate and Authority

The NWT & Nunavut Chamber of Mines, the Mining Association of Canada and the
Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada assert that the Mackenzie Environmental
Impact Review Board (Review Board) has “strayed from its mandate and appears to have
exceeded its lawful jurisdiction.® This is simply . pot the case. The Review Board was
established in 1998 under the authority of the Muckenzie Valley Resource Management Act
(MVRMA). It was created as a result of comumitments made by the Crown through Land
Claim ‘Agreements and is intended to provide greater control over land and resource
management decisions to Aboriginal organizations and northerners through the creation of

co-management boards.

According to section 9.1 of the MVRMA.,, the purpose of establishing boards is to “enable
residents of the Mackenzie valley to patticipate in the management if its resources for the
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benefit of the residents and other Canadiang.” Additionally, section 114 sets oyt the purpose
_of the Review Board:
(3)  to ensure that the impact on the environment of proposed developments receives

() - to ensure that the concerns of aboriginal people and the general public are taken

The Ur-Energy tecommendation is an example of the Review Board fulfilling its purpose and
properly carrying out its lawful authority,

Cultural Concerns are Valid in Enﬁronmental Assessment

Industry also questioned the Review Board’s “authority to delve into “spiritual’ concerns.”
The Review Board has a legal requirement under section 115 (b) of the MVRMA to
“protection of the social, eultural and economic well-being of residents” [emphasis added],
Spiritual concerns are intrinsic, even fundamental, to cultural concermns. It would artificial for

) 0

the Review Board to a make recommendation without considering spiritua) concerns, given:

development”. It is disingenuous to suggest that rejection of this permit would effectively
“terminate mineral exploration in an important part of the NWT”. CPAWS-NWT
respectfully reminds the Minister o keep in mind what he is being asked to consider: g
decision on a single 20-hole exploration brogtam, not the economic development of the
NWT as a whole, Tt ig proactive and responsible to respect the wishes of the community fo
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identify where development is and ig hot appropriate, thereby minimizing or eliminating
long-term environmental and social conflicts and providing certainty.

Industry also states that the Board’s dscision shows an “apparent bias that always favours
traditional aboriginal activities, tourism and outdoor, recreation, over economic
development”, There is no evidence for this assertion, Since the review Board was created in
1998, only two have been recommended for rejection. Furthermore the Crown: has
constitutional ‘obligation to consult and accommodate aboriginal people in accordance with
Section 35 of the Constitution of Canada, Recognizing Aborigina] interests does not
constitute bias, but a constitutional obligation of the Crown,

Voice of Northerners

The Review Board is legislated to follow the guiding principles for the environmental review
brocess as set out in section 115 of the MVRMA , with regard to “(a) the protection of the
environment, protection of social, cultural and economic well-being of residents and
communities in the Mackenzie Valley; and (b) the importance of conservation to the well-
being and way of Jife of aboriginal peoples.” CPAWS-NWT believes that the Review Board
is conducting its affairs according to the law, and is exercising its responsibilities in a way
that reflects the intent of the MVRMA in establishing Boards, which'is to “enable residents
of the Mackenzie Valley to participate in the Management of its resources for the berefit of
the residents and other Canadians,” (s 9.1). '

06/08/2007 FRI 16:13 [TX/RX NO 6365]

NU. 240/ re J/4



Conclusion

CPAWS-NWT supports the recommendation of the Review Board, and encourages the
federal government to move quickly to complete land use planning in the NWT,
including the interim land withdrawals currently awaiting approval in the Akaitcho
region and elsewhere in the NWT. Completed and implemented land use plans that-
reflect  the values of northemners are essential to reducing conflict over resource
development in the future as they will provide clatity and certainty to all parties,
CPAWS-NWT once again urges the Minister to accept the recommendation of the
Review Board.

Sincerely,

DR S By

Daryl Sexsmith
Executive Director, CPAWS-NWT

cc. Chief Adeline Jonasson, fax. 867-370-3010
Honourable Gary Lunn, Minister, Natural Resources Canada, fax: 613-996-1119
Honourable John Baird, Minister of Environment, fax. 8 19-953-0279
Honourable Loyola Hearn, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans, fax: 613-995-7858

" Ms. Gabrielle Mackenzie Scott, Chair, Mackenzie Valley Environmental Review

Board, fax: 867-766-7074
Honourable Brendan Bell, Minister Industry Tourism and Investment,
fax; 867-873-0306
Honourable Michael McLeod, Minister of Envitonment and Natural Resources,
Government of the Northwest Territories, fax: 867-873-0388
Honourable Joseph Handley, Premier, Government of the Northwest Territories,
fax: 867-873-0169
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