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- = The MVEIRB~is~an institution of public government responsible for
Implementing a section of a federal statute. The MVEIRB Is bound to
respect the obligations of Canada.

= As MVEIRB actions prejudice related land and resource use processes
In the Akaitcho region, it cannot Implement IS mandate without
consideration of such processes (notably: rights-based consultations

ﬂwaty Implementation negotiations). ,..‘
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WEMSUHS of rights-based

tltations and treaty implementation in' their determinations as to
whether to issue permits and licenses within the Akaitcho Territory.




Consultation
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Were the MVEIRB to recommend issuance of a permit to UR-Energy

prior to Canada completing rights-based consultations, they might be
indirectly promoting the infringement of rights.

The MVEIRB should exercise due caution and insure
that rlghts -pased consultations are completed and
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Conservation and LLand-Use Planning

ININENENE
terrliories.

= Lutsel K'e, with thE_support of the other Akaitcho Dene First Natlons
p—Te L clearJy_and_offlmally identified the upper Thelon valley as an area
they are striving to conserve in a natural state.

= Were the upper Thelon basin not completely staked In the past couple
of years, Lutsel K’e would undoubtedly have included this region in...
their proposed interim land withdrawals.

= Canada, along with other authorities in the. NWT and Nunavut (e.g.
GNWT, GN, LKDFEN, KIA, etc.) has committed to moving forward with

evelopment and |mplementat|on ofithe Thelon Gam%g%
Plan. Pa mplementation  would i _
I ieasiianlit 1 arSpecial Management Area n




Conservation and LLand-Use Planning
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s Akaltchor planning mitiatives vis-a-vis conservation and land and
resource governance in the upper Thelon basine must proceed

prior to further compromise of First Nation interests in the area.

i

= The feasibility of establishing a Special Management Area inrthe
upper Thelon basin should be investigated prior to'the completion
of the EA, the issuance of permits, andiwide scale exploration in
the region.







Lack ofi Understanding on Uranium
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= [utsel K'e itself has been impacted by a historic uranium exploration
site to the immediate east of the community on Stark Lake. The
displacement of families, poor lake trout quality, and a high incidence
of cancer among community members is often linked with, this
exploration site.

- Wi publie.is, largely uninformed with regards to international and.. =
eral gwdellnes oI|C|es and commitmentsywith: regards: tor uranivmes

= The GNWT as a jurisdiction does not have any of its own policies
guiding uranium exploration, mining, and trade.



Lack ofi Understanding on Uranium
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— By‘i'ts()wn admissiUn'iﬂr{he-prefhearing conference, the MVEIRB does

. not'have the-expertise to review and comment upon existing guidelines
for uranium exploration and mining in other Canadian jurisdictions.
Whether it has the expertise to determine appropriate terms and
conditions for uranium exploration in the NWT is therefore
guestionable.

= Prior to further uranium activity. in, the NW, there needs to be a

publicgandyinstitutional dialogue surrounding the regulation of...‘
siliss substance. At the very least, tHEMENWAIR mUStiTengeoeNnse
' to develop /[ adopt
piERumgurdelmes and policies fior thesuniguer reality: of the

territory. "
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Unknown Cumulative Effects
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= The extent of traditional and current land-use by aboriginal peoples in
the area Is also relatively undocumented.

= The MVEIRB is obliged to consider cumulative effects in the review of
permit applications. In this instance, without adequate information
about the use of the region by aboriginal people and" caribou, it is
Impossible to adequately predict the cumulative impacts of uranium
exploration upon them.
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te iateddﬂ.m compare exploration

basin |n an effort to better determine cumulatlve effects. This study Is
just beginning.



Unknown Cumulative Effects
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“The EA cannot be-complete 20wl the results of the INAC: study

Wd into a review of cumulative effects.




Finall Comment

= uramum developmen
e

= The processes need to be completed in order to insure a stable,
clear, and certain environment in the upper Thelon for First Nation
Initiatives, the regulation of development, and investment.

= |In the interest of proceeding wisely andwsustainably, it Is
Imperative that these processes are completed prior to any further
consideration of permits in the Thelon:=We do not need yet
anpELne tu_sj%q'_#nplanned development regime that ignores the,
CONCENS off FIrst Nations and” otherneitiernensuissunceiainiiol
t

Nd  future
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